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A voice solution 
that speaks to your 

business’ needs.

At C Spire, we know finding the right voice solution is about more than 
phones. You need a crystal-clear connection to your customers. That’s why 
we deliver IP Voice inspired by you.

With pristine voice quality, premium features, and dedicated local support 
and user training, you can focus on what matters most – your customers.

Discover the difference with customer inspired IT.
cspire.com/voip

©2019 C Spire. All rights reserved.
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After the smoke cleared from 
one of the largest convention 
and international trade shows 
for the cigar and pipe tobacco 
industry in Las Vegas, Mobile’s 
CigarClub.com sent a signal of 
its own.   

The online subscription-
based company purchased its 
top competitor, Georgia-based 
Good Cigar Co. “The move 
doubles our footprint and 
subscribers and gives us new 
warehousing technology,” says 
CigarClub.com CEO Dr. Jeff 
Zeiders. 

 Zeiders says Good Cigar’s 
technology will translate a 
complicated order, making it 
easier to read and fulfill. He 

was also attracted to the brand’s 
ability to reach into retail, brick 
and mortar locations and 
specialty marketing for 
weddings and other occasions. 

From Mobile’s inaugural 
Startup Weekend in 2016 where 
Zeiders’s idea met Chris 
Yokely’s technology, the two 
co-founders participated in 
Innovation PortAL’s first class  
of entrepreneurs. 

CigarClub.com was the first 
Innovation PortAL client to 
launch and the first cigar club 
service to customize offerings 
based on each customer’s taste 
and match them with other 
products from wine to 
chocolate to salty snacks. 

Since then, the business hit a 
number of milestones. Zeiders 
resigned his full-time position 
to pursue his passion, landed 
several angel investors and 
employed an industry expert who 
helped the company shape its 
marketing and branding efforts. 

“We’re completely Mobile-
based,” says Zeiders. “Even our 
venture capital partners are all 
from Mobile, and we are 
especially proud of that.” 

The company leases office 
space in downtown Mobile in 
the old Waterman building, 
and its customer base has 
grown to cover all 50 states 
and seven countries.

When CigarClub.com was just 
beginning, the cigars came in 
decorative boxes, like those  
pictured above. Now with the  
current volume, cigars are  
bundled and then repackaged  
for customers in a branded box.

  NEWS  you can use

CigarClub.com  
Smokes the Competition
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UA Opens Satellite 
Research Office  
in Mobile

The University of Alabama 
(UA) recently located its first 
research satellite office at 
GulfQuest in Mobile to create 
and expand business 
partnerships, as well as extend 
collaborations with area 
colleges and universities. 

“Mobile is a thriving area 
with many different businesses 
that align with our areas of 
expertise,” says Dr. Russell 
Mumper, UA’s vice president 
for research and economic 
development. 

The university has two 
permanent employees based 
here: Business Engagement  
and Research Operations 
Manager Dana George, who is 
focusing on building business 
relationships that could help  
the university expand its  
 

research; and Business 
Development Specialist Justin 
Rodgers, who is working to 
expand internships for UA 
students in the Mobile area. 

Both will create job 
opportunities for university 
students, says Mumper. 
Undergraduate and graduate 
students will work in research 
or internships that lead to 
permanent employment, with 
an emphasis on keeping those 
students in the state following 
graduation. 

UA is planning a minimum 
of a five-year investment. If the 
pilot program is successful,  
the model will be duplicated 
throughout the state and even 
nationally, says Mumper. 

You’ll see this symbol                  with
  stories featuring Chamber initiatives.

Dana George and Justin Rodgers are employed full-time at The University of 
Alabama’s first research satellite office in Mobile.

Founded in  
2017 by Devin Ford, 
Focus Women’s 
Conference provides  
a full day of speakers, 
workshops, panels, 
and networking  
with the mission to 
encourage, educate, 
and empower 
women. This year’s 
event will be held 
Friday, Oct. 4, at the 
Arthur R. Outlaw 
Mobile Convention 
Center and will 
feature Elizabeth 
Smart as the keynote 
speaker.

 Smart was the 
victim in one of the  
country’s most followed 
child abduction cases. 
Abducted in 2002, at the age 
of 14 her captors controlled 
her by threatening to kill her 
and her family if she tried to 
escape.

Smart was safely returned 
back to her family after being 
held a prisoner for nine 
grueling months. Through 
this, she has become a 
leading advocate for change 
related to child abduction, 
recovery programs, and 
national legislation. She  
is also a New York Times  
best-selling author and the 
founder of the Elizabeth 
Smart Foundation.

 “Every time I hear her 
speak it reminds me to be 
grateful, joyful and that I 
can overcome anything,”  
 
 
 

 
 

 
said Ford. “She is a hero  
and an advocate of women  
and girls.”

The rest of the day’s 
activities include three 
breakout sessions where 
attendees have a variety of 
workshops to choose from  
on topics ranging from 
running for office, mental 
health, perfecting an elevator 
speech, using social media  
to promote a brand, to 
removing unconscious bias 
and becoming a better 
decision maker.

 To learn more about the 
conference, including 
speaker bios and a complete 
schedule, go to focuswc.com. 
Ticket prices range from $125 
to $300.

Elizabeth Smart 
to Headline Focus 
Women’s Conference
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Celebrating 30 Years
 in Mobile

(251) 661-3111
www.Logicalus.com
info@Logicalus.com

724 Lakeside Drive W.
Mobile, AL 36693

Logical Computer Solutions

 We also believe that our beautiful coastal environment and  
our quality of life draw and retain business to the Gulf Coast. 

We showcase these valuable resources at
www.FlyTheCoast.com

To our customers, we say “Thank You.”
We are proud to be a part of your success.

Our mission is to always exceed your  
expectations by:

	 ■	 Providing reliable and responsive IT systems
 ■		Permanently solving problems, making  

  your staff more productive
 ■	 Minimizing costs through efficiency  

  and planning (3 to 5 year budgets)
 ■		Keeping you secure and in compliance
 ■		Providing fiber, voice and data center hosting
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LOCAL TRAINING WITH A

REGIONAL IMPACT
It is the official policy of the Alabama Community College System and Coastal Alabama Community College 
that no person shall be discriminated against on the basis of any impermissible criterion or characteristic 
including, without limitation, race, color, national origin, religion, marital status, disability, sex, age or any other 
protected class as defined by federal and state law.

Untitled-5   1 5/22/19   10:01 AM
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Gary West 
Named 2019 
Outstanding
Entrepreneur 

On March 18, 1987, Gary West’s life 
changed forever.

The self-proclaimed natural risk-taker 
talks candidly about finding himself  
“in hot water” with his employer around  
6 a.m. and unemployed an hour later.

It certainly didn’t help that his father-in-
law was the employer, or that he was 
staring at a house note and car note with  
a 2-month-old daughter and 3-year-old  
son at home.

West, 28 at the time, knew he could 
dwell on his misfortune, or he could act.

At 9 a.m., he marched into his bank  
and borrowed $13,000 on a signature loan 
to launch G.A. West & Co. Inc.

Today, his industrial construction 
company employs more than 1,200 workers 
– making him one of the top 10 employers in 
the Mobile area and the largest direct-hire 
contractor in the southern part of the state 
– and has averaged roughly $150 million in 
revenue each of the past five years.

“None of this happened overnight,”  
he said. “It took a lot of work and caused  
a ton of worry, but I always told my wife,  
‘If I lose everything I’ve got, we’ll just go 
back to where we began. We’ll just go  
back to being poor.’”

With three locations in Mobile County 
– encompassing 147 acres and more than 
250,000 square feet of warehouses, 
fabrication shops, docks, roll-off platforms, 
laydown yards and office space – there’s  
no question West’s gamble paid off.

Benchmarks for Success
A Chickasaw native, West was one of 

four children raised by a butcher and a 
grocery store employee who later earned 
her nursing degree. Although he attended 
the University of South Alabama for  2½ 
years, West said his contractor’s license – 
earned at age 18 – provided the most stable 
path forward.                    

                                 Continued on pg. 10
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West established his own set 
of benchmarks over the past 32 
years to measure success. For 
example:

•  Sending everyone home  
    the way they arrived –  
 healthy;

•  Continuously energizing  
 employees, resulting in  
 limited turnover;

•  Reacting to opportunities  
 to reward employees while  
 also responding to   
 charitable needs;

• Watching his team   
 advance through both  
 “homegrown” and   
 “acquired” talent;

•  Operating under the  
 constant pressures of a  
 competitive business  
 without sacrificing respect  
 for all involved; and 

• Merging the “very best ideas  
 from the array of talent we  
 have and creating value  
 that years down the road  
 even surprises ourselves.”

Throughout its history,  
G.A. West continued to invest 
in Mobile County and its 
workforce. The company is 
ranked No. 63 in the U.S. by 
private crane ownership and 
direct employment of craft 
workers by American Cranes  
& Transport.

Employees perform the core 
trades required by its industrial 
customers, including demolition, 
site work, structural steel work, 
machinery installation, piping 
installation and electrical work,  
in addition to painting and 
fabrication.

Learning from Failure 
“I have learned far more by 

failure than success,” West said, 
noting if you “fall forward and 
move one inch,” it’s not a total 
failure. A company can – and 
should – celebrate based on its 
successes, but learning from 
failure is what changes a 
business for the better, he 
explained.

“This means we don’t get 
high on our success and forget 
to batten the hatches down 
when it’s required. We don’t 
ignore bad performance even  
as we try and develop our 
workforce through the mistakes 
they make. A failure isn’t a true 
failure unless we don’t learn 
from it. Experience has a cost, 
someone is paying, and we just 
don’t want to have repeat 
mistakes. We will not sacrifice 
safety or integrity for profit, and 
we will not invest in a bad 
attitude,” West said.

In turn, he stresses the 
importance of balancing science 
and art, or math and creative 
instinct.

“The art of the deal and the 
art of the project closeout are 
equally important. One is 
exciting; the other is hard work. 
Yet both are important,” West 
said, emphasizing above all the 
importance of “understanding 
the nature of competition and 

not caring who gets to dance in 
the end zone as long as the team 
wins.”

Perpetual Motion
Balancing well-timed risk-

taking with long-range vision 
has served him well, he said.

“An entrepreneur is 
designed by nature – and 
curiosity – to want to explore 
and learn new things and seek 
new opportunity, but the desire 
to serve the future of the 
employee base tempers this and 
allows the answer to sometimes 
be, ‘No,’” West said. 

“Business is like playing 
football on a field with no goal 
line: It is never over. It is 
perpetual motion. We must 
enjoy the game as much as the 
scoring.”

CHOOSING THE RIGHT CARD IS EASIER THAN EVER

Learn more about our credit card options by visiting: 
communitybank.net/personal-banking/credit-card/
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C O N T R A C T O RC O N T R A C T O R

PLATINUM ELITE

Why replace your roof...

WHEN YOU CAN 
RESTORE IT?
American WeatherStar® is a leading national supplier of high-
performance fluid-applied roofing solutions specifically formulated to 
restore and protect commercial and industrial roof surfaces. Our full 
line of ENERGY STAR® rated roof restoration systems and products are 
proven to stop leaks, reduce building energy consumption, prevent rust 
and corrosion, and extend roof life.

We have a nationwide network of approved contractors ready to serve 
your roofing needs. To schedule your free roof evaluation, simply call 
1-800-771-6643 or visit www.americanweatherstar.com.

Satisfied customers in our area:
Alabama Power

Alabama School of Math & Science

Barton Academy

Felix’s Fish Camp

Gulf Shores Surf & Racquet Club

LifeSouth

McConnell Automotive

Mobile Area Chamber of Commerce

Standard Furniture

Thomas Hospital

Before

After

americanweatherstar.com | 800-771-6643Connect with us:

 PROUDLY BASED IN

Mobile, Alabama
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       MADE in Mobile

A quick diversion from 
bumper-to-bumper traffic 
ignited the entrepreneurial 
bug in Cliff Kennedy.  
Frustrated in a long line  
of slow moving cars, he 
pulled into a convenience 
store and treated himself 
to a Key Lime Frios 
popsicle. 

“It was the most amazing 
thing,” says Kennedy, “and over 
the next few days I kept going 
back to try more flavors.”

What makes these gourmet 
pops unique is the company 
uses fresh ingredients sourced 
from regional farmers and 
mom-and-pop suppliers. 

There are 110 flavors in all. 
Fruity pop lovers can choose 
from 50-plus flavors from 
Blueberry Lemonade to 
Strawberry Mojito to Zesty 
Orange. Creamy pop lovers 
also have 50-plus flavors, 
including Caramel Apple, 
Chocolate Peanut Butter and 
Pumpkin Cheesecake.  

Kennedy was convinced  
he could sell these. A year later, 
he and his business partner  
Jeff Carter bought the Frios  
Gourmet Pops franchise 
covering the Mobile-Pensacola 
region in May 2018, and the 
story only gets more delicious. 

Within a few months, 
Kennedy realized he not only 
loved the business, he wanted 
to see it and its dozens of 
franchise owners be more 
successful. He made a phone 
call to the Gadsden-based 
company owners and before 
the popsicle melted, the deal 
was sealed and Frios was 
moving its headquarters and 
production to Mobile. Ph
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Cliff Kennedy and Jeff Carter have a little fun with a giant popsicle 
stick destined to have a role in the company’s grand re-opening 
celebration in September in its new Mobile headquarters.

From Dead Stop to Nonstop: 
Frios Gourmet Pops Delight 
Customers of All Ages
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Since start-up in Mobile, the Frios team produces  
enough popsicles to fill an 18-wheeler weekly that  

are delivered as far north as Annapolis, Maryland, as far 
west as Mesa, Ariz., and as far south as Fort Myers, Fla. 

Photo by LA Fotographee

With the help of family and 
friends, Kennedy decided to 
locate in the old Smith’s Bakery, 
built out a production facility 
and delivered the company’s 
first shipment from Mobile. 

In the meantime, Kennedy 
and Carter sold the regional 
franchise, keeping a popsicle 
trailer that lives at Bebo’s on Old 
Shell Road. They are re-working 
the company website, planning 
a September grand opening 
and creating new flavors. 

“We listen to all our children’s 
suggestions for flavors,” says 
Kennedy. 

Carter and Kennedy met 
while serving as volunteers for 
the Fuse Project. During that 
time, Kennedy worked in the 
family business, Gulf Supply, 
and Carter worked for the City 
of Mobile’s Innovation Team.

There are Frios franchisees  
in 11 states, with the largest 
concentration in the Southeast. 
The company is expanding into 

Nashville, Tenn., Clemson, S.C.,  
and Shreveport, La., before the 
end of the year. 

“We are creating entrepreneurs 
across the country,” says 
Kennedy. 

True to their word, Kennedy 
and Carter have helped their 
franchise owners with marketing 
and sponsorship opportunities in 
their communities. The duo says 
it’s working, and franchise sales 
are consistently up 40% since 
March. 

Founded on the motto of Fresh. Frozen. Fun. Cliff Kennedy and Jeff Carter continue the tradition in Mobile. Pictured here  
is a batch of Nutter Butter pops on its way to franchise store owners and restaurants throughout the country.
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Ice cold FrIos Facts

Footprint: 29 franchisees with 35 stores 
in 11 states, and sold in almost all Mellow 
Mushroom restaurants in the country 

Employees: 12 
Production: Approximately 50,000  
   pops a week

Established in Mobile: June 2019

Founded: 2013 in  
Gadsden, Ala. 

Cliff Kennedy’s  
Favorites:  
Zesty Orange,   
Caramel Sea Salt and  
Mint Chocolate Chip 

Jeff Carter’s  
Favorites:  
Fruity Pebbles, Key Lime  
and Raspberry  
Cheese Cake

What makes Frios Gourmet Pops unique are fresh, local ingredients. Here an employee is getting every drop of 
lime juice for the Cherry-Lime pop.

Since start-up in Mobile, the Frios team 
produces enough popsicles to fill an 
18-wheeler weekly, which are delivered as 
far north as Annapolis, Maryland, as far west 
as Mesa, Ariz., and as far south as Fort 
Myers, Fla. 

With Carter heading up operations and 
logistics and Kennedy leading sales and 
marketing, they have big dreams for what’s 
ahead, including a brick and mortar shop in 
Mobile. “We’re a national company, made 
in Mobile, and we’re selling happiness,” 
says Kennedy.     
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We think a bank should be big 
enough to meet your financial needs, yet 

small enough to know you by name.

That’s why The First is now one of the Gulf South’s fastest growing 
banks. We’re all about relationships and building strong communities.

Discover the bank with a heart for Mobile. 

The First – Just the Bank for You! TheFirstBank.com14        the business view    SEPTEMBER 201914        the business view    SEPTEMBER 2019
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Bama Pest Contol employees Dana Finch, Clarence Johnson III, Ruthie Johnson and Clarence Johnson Jr., president, are pictured at the company’s location on Duval Street in Mobile.

Want to be featured here?  
Go to mobilechamber.com 

to submit an application, or contact 
Danette Richards at 251-431-8652  
or drichards@mobilechamber.com.

      SMALL BUSINESS of the month

Clarence Johnson, Jr. and his 
wife, Ruthie, always wanted to 
work together. So they found a 
way to make that dream a 
reality.

The Johnsons founded Bama 
Pest Control in 1980 and have 
worked together ever since, 
serving customers’ pest control 
needs in Mobile, Baldwin and 
Washington counties. 

Bama Pest Control is the 
Mobile Area Chamber’s Small 
Business of the Month.

The company started with a 
focus on general pest control 
services before expanding into 
termites and other wood-
destroying organisms in 1983 
and into wildlife control and 
exclusion services in 2015. 

It now has seven full-time 
employees and serves a customer 
base that is 60% residential and 
40% commercial.  

Clarence Johnson Jr. says 
the key to Bama Pest Control’s 
success is an emphasis on 
customer service.

“We firmly believe that no 
company can do without 
customers, and if you don’t stay 
close to them you’ll lose them,” 
he said. “We recognize what 
they need, but more importantly 
know what they want and do 
everything we can to give it to 
them.”

Johnson says the company’s 
superior procedures and 
equipment set it apart from 
competitors. It has an Associate 

Entomologist on staff, along 
with four certified operators in 
various specialties. “We have, 
combined, over 100 years of 
business experience in the pest 
control industry,” he said. 
“What truly sets us apart is 
honesty, integrity and expertise.”

The Johnsons are also very 
active in the community, 
serving on the Chamber board 
of directors, the City of Mobile 
Industrial Development Board 
and several professional 
organizations, while also 
supporting Feeding the Gulf 
Coast, the Franklin Health Care 
Clinic, Mobile Area Agency on 
Aging, the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored 
People and a host of local 

schools churches and other civic 
organizations. 

“It is our moral duty to use 
what we have to help others,” 
Johnson said. “Sharing the 
experience of donating to 
charity with our children 
showed them from a young age 
that they can make positive 
changes to the community and 
in the world.”

Key to Bama Pest Control’s Success 
  is Customer Service
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www.bishop.edu  |351 NORTH BROAD STREET  | MOBILE, AL 36603

With the growing need for skilled laborers in Mobile County and throughout the state, Bishop State Community 

College is vital to training the workforce that will continue to support our businesses and industries. Our 

certified, industry-experienced instructors use modern equipment and techniques to ensure our students are 

properly trained and have the skills and knowledge to obtain today’s in-demand jobs.

Bishop State offers the programs 
you need to get started TODAY!

Learn more about the programs offered at Bishop State  
by visiting www.bishop.edu 

Training a skilled workforce for Alabama’s high-wage, 

HIGH-DEMAND ECONOMY.
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Why do you support the 
Mobile Area Chamber of 
Commerce’s Partners for 
Growth initiative? “Poarch 
Creek supports the Partners  
for Growth initiative because 
we believe in its fundamental 
goals of investing in the region, 
workforce and advancement  
for the community through 
partnerships,” said Sharon 
Delmar, public relations liaison. 

What do you see as Mobile’s 
greatest potential? “The 
greatest potential for Mobile to 
grow and expand is in the area 
of trade due to its geographical 
location,” said Delmar. “We all 
know the Port of Mobile, 
located on the Mobile River at 
the head of Mobile Bay, has 
long been a waterway used for 
trade. In fact, it was used by our 
ancestors for trade hundreds of 
years ago, and it continues to be 
a major source of economic 

well-being for Mobile just as it 
was all those years ago. In 
addition, Mobile is located at 
the intersection of two major 
interstates – I-10 and I-65. There 
is a lot of potential for growth 
in the transportation sectors, 
which will in turn continue to 
bring growth, businesses and 
jobs to our area.”

Length of continuous  
Chamber membership:  
Since 2013

Company official: Stephanie  
A. Bryan, tribal chair and CEO

Brief company description:
The tribe is the only federally 
recognized Indian tribe in 
Alabama, operating as a 
sovereign nation with its own 
system of government. It 
operates a variety of economic 
enterprises including Wind 
Creek Hospitality, an authority 
of the Poarch Band of Creek 
Indians. Wind Creek Hospitality 
manages the tribe’s gaming 
facilities including Wind Creek 
Atmore, Wind Creek Wetumpka, 
Wind Creek Montgomery, Wind 
Creek Bethlehem, Wash., She 
Shu Casino in Nevada, 
Renaissance Aruba Resort & 
Casino, Renaissance Curacao 
Resort & Casino as well as 
racetracks in Alabama and Florida. 
It also operates Creek Indian 
Enterprises Development 
Authority (CIEDA), the economic 

development arm of the Tribe. 
CIEDA manages on their 
behalf: Muskogee Technology, 
Media Fusion, Creek Convenience 
Store Atmore, Creek Convenience 
Store Wetumpka, Creek Travel 
Plaza, OWA and other non-
gaming economic endeavors.

Why are you located in Mobile? 
The Poarch Band of Creek 
Indians are descendants of a 
segment of the original Creek 
Nation, which once covered 
almost all of Alabama and 
Georgia. Unlike many eastern 
Indian tribes, the Poarch Creeks 
were not removed from their 
tribal lands and have lived 
together for almost 200 years in 
and around the reservation in 
Poarch, Ala.

The reservation is located 
eight miles northwest of 
Atmore in rural Escambia 
County, 57 miles east of Mobile.
 

Partners for Growth (PFG)  
is the Mobile Area Chamber’s  

long-term economic and  
community development program. 

 For more information, contact  
David Rodgers the Chamber’s vice 
president, economic development, 

 at 251-431-8657 or drodgers@
mobilechamber.com.

The Poarch Band of Creek Indians representatives are (front row) Sandy Hollinger, at-large council member; Stephanie Bryan, tribal chair and CEO; and Charlotte Meckel, 
tribal council secretary; and (back row) Keith Martin, at-large council member; Eddie Tullis, at-large council member; Arthur Mothershed, at-large council member; Dewitt 
Carter, at-large council member; and Robbie McGhee, vice-chairman. *Not pictured is Garvis Sells, at-large council member.

Poarch Band of Creek Indians

  INVESTOR focus

www.bishop.edu  |351 NORTH BROAD STREET  | MOBILE, AL 36603

With the growing need for skilled laborers in Mobile County and throughout the state, Bishop State Community 

College is vital to training the workforce that will continue to support our businesses and industries. Our 

certified, industry-experienced instructors use modern equipment and techniques to ensure our students are 

properly trained and have the skills and knowledge to obtain today’s in-demand jobs.

Bishop State offers the programs 
you need to get started TODAY!

Learn more about the programs offered at Bishop State  
by visiting www.bishop.edu 

Training a skilled workforce for Alabama’s high-wage, 

HIGH-DEMAND ECONOMY.
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Install and evolve.
Uniti Fiber doesn’t just provide you with unequaled scalability, 

reliability and limitless possibilities. Our service comes loaded with 

personal attention and collaboration to help guide your business into 

a bold new tomorrow. It’s yours for the taking with Uniti Fiber. 

Let your network off the leash.

©2019 Uniti. All rights reserved. All registered trademarks are the property of their respective owners.

unitifiber.com/unleash
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William Bryant Jr.
Company: Mobile Area Council  
Boy Scouts of America

Title: Scout Executive/CEO  

Hometown: Atlanta

Education: Bryant earned a bachelor’s 
degree in marketing from Grambling 
State University in Grambling, La., 
and a master’s degree in nonprofit 
management from Oglethorpe 
University in Atlanta. He is also a 
certified Train the Trainer instructor and  
facilitator by Langevin Learning Services. 

First job: He was accepted into the 
Georgia Governor’s intern program 
as a marketing intern for the City of 
Atlanta’s Outdoor Activity Center, 
where he conducted tours of the facility 
during his sophomore year in college. 

Previous experience: Bryant 
began his scouting career as a district 
executive at the Atlanta Area Council. 
He moved on to become a district 
director, field director, director of 
Scoutreach, finance and endowment 
director, and senior development 
director with the Atlanta Area  
Council. In 2016, he was promoted to 
a performance and standards coach 
as a subject matter expert in fund 
development with the National Service 
Center. This position then transitioned 
into a revenue and membership growth 
coach, as it remains today. 

  CEO profile

Accomplishments: During his college 
internship, he developed the marketing 
plan and opened the inaugural gift 
shop for the City of Atlanta’s Outdoor 
Activity Center. He sits on several boards, 
including the Association of Fundraising 
Professionals, 100 Black Men of America, 
Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity Inc., African 
American Development Officers, 
College of Business board of advisors for 
Grambling State University and the  
Mobile Area Chamber board of advisors.

Secret to success: “I think everyone’s 
journey is different,” he said. “However, 
having setbacks and getting many ‘Nos’ 
fuels me to accomplish more. Realizing 
early in my career, you cannot have  
success alone. Having several mentors, 
family support, always willing to learn 
something new, receiving constructive 
criticism, being accountable and knowing 
your value are reasons I believe I have had 
success, and learning from my failures.”

Brief company description: Mobile 
Area Council was founded by several 
members of the Mobile Chamber in the 
fall of 1919 and chartered in 1920. The 
Mobile Area Council, Boy Scouts of 
America provides service to nearly 3,100 
registered youth and registered adult 
leaders in the southwest Alabama  
counties of Baldwin, Clarke, Mobile  
and Washington. Mobile Area Council 
will celebrate 100 years in 2020. 
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BancorpSouth offers a full range of traditional business banking services 

along with other specialized services to address your financial needs. 

If you’re looking for one or more specialized services, visit a local 

BancorpSouth banker today, and let’s grow a relationship together.

For a BancorpSouth location near you,
call us at  (251) 340-1755, or visit our Branch Locator at: 

BancorpSouth.com/find-a-location

BancorpSouth.com/Business
Insurance and Investment products are • Not a deposit • Not FDIC insured • Not insured by any federal government agency • Not guaranteed by the bank • May go down in value.

Your Business 
Is Our Business

Have Greece and the Greek 
Isles been on your bucket list? 
Now’s the time to join the 
Mobile Area Chamber on an 
eight-night tour of Greece. 
Leaving March 19, 2020, the tour 
will travel to Athens for three 

nights, followed by a four-night 
cruise island-hopping to 
Mykonos, Ephesus, Patmos, 
Rhodes, Crete and Santorini, 
followed by a final day in 
Athens before heading home.

Cost of the tour is $3,949 per 

person, based on double 
occupancy for an interior cabin, 
or $4,349 for an outside cabin. 
The price includes roundtrip 
airfare from Mobile, your hotel 
and cruise accommodations, 
most tours, 17 meals including 

all breakfasts, four lunches and 
five dinners, and a drink package 
on the ship.

To learn more about the tour, 
or to book it, contact Leigh 
Perry-Herndon at 251-431-8645 or 
lherndon@mobilechamber.com.

                         and the  
Sunny Mediterranean with the Mobile Chamber
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Sound risk 
management:  
calming the seas  
of uncertainty
There are many variables in the marine industry.  
How you handle risk shouldn’t be one of them.  

Local access and global reach are the 
hallmarks of our risk consulting services.  With 
experts in 140 countries, we can help you 
insure your operations and secure your future. 

willistowerswatson.com

YOUR TOUR INCLUDES: 
MARCH 19: Leave Mobile 

MARCH 20: Arrive in Athens 
and transfer to a luxury hotel, 
located in the center of the city. 
Spend the rest of the day 
exploring the Hellenic capital 
on your own.

MARCH 21: Athens City 
Tour. See the monuments that 
have made Athens famous, 
such as the Temple of Zeus, the 
Royal Palace, Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier and Olympic 
Stadium. You will have a guided 
tour of the Acropolis and visit 
the world famous Parthenon. 
This evening, enjoy an authentic 
Greek experience with a festive 
evening of music, dancing and 
local cuisine. 

MARCH 22: Free Day or 
Option to Delphi. Have a free 
day to explore this interesting 
city or take an optional 
excursion to the UNESCO World 
Heritage site Delphi and the 
temple of Apollo. Explore the 
Doric Temple of Apollo. 

MARCH 23: Athens - Cruise 
Ship - Sail to Mykonos.  
Sail into the blue waters of the 
Aegean Sea, easily settling into 
the cruising routine. Later, dock 
at the mountainous island of 
Mykonos with its characteristic 
windmills and dazzling white 
houses. 

MARCH 24: Ephesus & 
Patmos. Two ports of call: 
First, Kusadasi on the Turkish 
coast. This included excursion 
takes you to the fascinating 
Greek, Roman and Byzantine 

excavations of Ephesus. Imagine 
life as an Ephesian as you are 
guided through the remarkable 
excavation site. In the evening 
an optional tour to the tiny 
Greek island of Patmos where 
St. John the Divine wrote the 
Book of Revelations. The 11th-
century monastery with its 
manuscript collection is well 
worth a visit. 

MARCH 25: Rhodes. Rhodes’ 
sun-drenched public beaches 
and colorful shopping districts 
are within easy walking 
distance of the port, or you may 
explore the sights in the Old 
City with its ramparts and 
palaces built by the Knights of 
St. John during the Crusades. 

MARCH 26: Crete & 
Santorini. First port of call is 

Heraklion on Crete, considered 
the jewel of the Greek Isles. You 
will bask in the sun on miles of 
sandy beaches. Afternoon call  
at Santorini, the “Black Pearl of 
the Aegean,” considered the 
favorite stop on the cruise. This 
excursion takes you up to the 
cliff-top village of Thera for one 
of the world’s most breathtaking 
panoramas. 

MARCH 27: Trojan War  
& Mycenae Tour. Arrive in 
Athens to see the many ancient 
and modern wonders including 
the theater of Epidaurus. 
Continue on to Mycenae where 
you will see the tomb of 
Agamemnon, the King of 
Sparta and the Lion’s Gate. 

MARCH 28: Depart for 
Mobile
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Chamber Meets with 
Reps from Benin, Africa

The Chamber participated  
in an event hosted by Alabama 
Rep. Napoleon Bracy hosting 
members of government and 
businesses from Benin, Africa. 
The Port of Benin is interested 
in trading through the Port of 
Mobile and specifically 
partnering with the City of 
Prichard. 

Chamber Hosts ‘Doing 
Business with the State’

In August, the Chamber 
presented “Doing Business 
with the State of Alabama,” 
featuring Alabama Gov. Kay 
Ivey as the keynote speaker, 
followed by Alabama 
Purchasing Director Michael 
Jones, who discussed how the 
purchasing process works and 
how to become a state-approved 
vendor. The event was co-
hosted by Sen. Vivian Davis 
Figures and Reps. Adline 
Clarke, Barbara Drummond 
and Margie Wilcox. 

Entrepreneurial Training 
for Local Pastors

As part of the Chamber’s 
outreach to minority-owned 
businesses, the Chamber’s 
small business development 
team met with local pastors 
participated in a Pastors 
Entrepreneurial Training 
Workshop. The two-night 
course, held at Bishop State in 
July, helped pastors, church 
leaders, congregants and other 
attendees learn how to conduct 
research and develop a viable 
business plan. Instructors were 
Dr. Todd Greer, University of 
Mobile; Nate Patterson, A 
Culture of Excellence; and 
Tenaysha Carroll, Ozanam 
Pharmacy and Growth 
Alliance Task Force outreach 
chair, was the facilitator.

New Board of Advisors 
Named

The Chamber announced  
the following new board of 
advisors members, bringing the 
total number to 255: BCM 

Morring, DMG Design+Build, 
Dauphin Island Sea Lab 
Foundation, EPIC Alabama 
Shipyard, Kemira Chemicals, 
ServiceMaster Advanced 
Cleaning & Restoration, Symbol 
Health Solutions, Westminster 
Village and White-Spunner 
Realty. To learn more about this 
group of influential members, 
contact Shelly Mattingly at  
251-431-8655 or smattingly@
mobilechamber.com.

Executive Roundtable 
Meeting

More than 50 member 
companies attended a summer 
session of the Chamber’s 
Executive Roundtable, a monthly 
forum for business owners and 
managers. Austal USA 
representatives Craig Savage, 
director of communications and 
external affairs; Rusty Murdaugh, 
chief financial officer; and Lara 
Sherer, supply chain small 
business manager, updated the 
group on Austal news and 
projects. 

Chamber Hosts Reception for New Leaders to Mobile

Growth Alliance Task 
Force Meets

This summer, more than 45 
people attended the Growth 
Alliance Task Force, where Abe 
Harper, president of Harper 
Technologies and vice chair of 
diversity and inclusion for the 
Chamber, spoke on being 
prepared and taking your 
business to the next level. 

Member Ribbon 
Cuttings and Grand 
Openings

Chamber staff and 
ambassadors helped cut ribbons 
and celebrate grand openings  
at Greer’s CashSaver Broad 
Street, Farmers Insurance 
Stringfellow Agency and 
Wilkins Miller. For more 
information, contact Dawn 
Rencher at 251-431-8649.

The Mobile Area Chamber recently welcomed new Mobile business executives to meet local community leaders and elected officials at the New Leaders Reception. 
Pictured from left to right are: Daniel Dennis, Chamber chair, Roberts Brothers; Richard Ryder, Kemira Chemicals; Bill Sisson, Mobile Area Chamber; William Bryant, 
Mobile Area Council Boy Scouts of America; Joseph Lee, Spring Hill College; Thomas Felder, Commonwealth National Bank; Lee Stokes, EPIC Alabama Shipyard; 
Tommy Faust, Trustmark Bank; Connie Hudson, Mobile County Commission; Nate Sommer, BBVA Compass Bank; Don Comeaux, Gulf Coast Exploreum Science Center; 
Sandy Stimpson, City of Mobile; Ann-Brooks Morrissette, Fuse Project; and Andy Wynne, Child Advocacy Center. The reception was sponsored by McAleer’s Office 
Furniture Co. Inc. and Harper Technologies LLC.

    CHAMBER@work
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CLIENT
Trustmark

DESCRIPTION
Commercial Business Ad

PUB
Business View

TRIM
8 x 5.25

COLOR
4C

MEMBER FDIC

As a leader, your time is best invested in big picture 
thinking. Count on Trustmark to help you do just 
that by getting to know your business inside and out. 
We provide online banking, lending, card services, 
and other tools that free you to leave your mark. 

Visit trustmark.com or stop by your nearest branch
to speak with an expert. 

We’ll help handle the finances so 
you can focus on what matters. 

The Petra RMS Mobile team is here to serve all your insurance and risk management needs. Our Property and 
Casualty team specializes in complex commercial insurance and risk management needs including Ocean Marine 
and Coastal Property exposures. Our employee benefit team has over 125 years of combined benefit experience and is 
ready to help your business with all HR and Employee Benefit needs.

308 Saint Michael St, Mobile, AL 36602
For more information, please call 251-438-4099 or online at petrarms.com
B U S I N E S S  I N S U R A N C E   |   E M P L O Y E E  B E N E F I T S   |   P E R S O N A L  I N S U R A N C E

Solid. Solutions. Covering the coast.
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We can help you  
get there from here.
At Synovus, we combine valuable local 
insight with the financial strength and depth 
of services to meet almost any business 
need, large or small. Here is where we have 
the understanding to share your vision and 
the resources to help you get there. Let’s 
talk today.

1-888-SYNOVUS  |  synovus.com

Synovus Bank, Member FDIC. 

888-679-1965
www.gawest.com

Industrial    Mechanical    Electrical
Fabrication    Maintenance

Civil & Site Work
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Residential & Commercial Landscape Construction and Maintenance
Design • Irrigation • Fertilizer and Pest Control • Landscape Lighting • Seasonal Color 
MOBILE • BALDWIN COUNTY • MS & FL GULF COAST • 251.626.5587 • JUBILEESCAPE.COM

Make an Impression.

What kind of impression 
is your business making?
Call us for a complimentary consultation!
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Molly Dixon Named Economic 
Development Coordinator

Molly Dixon is 
the Mobile Area 
Chamber’s new 
coordinator for  
the economic 
development 
department. She 
graduated from the 
University of South 
Alabama with a 
bachelor’s degree in 
business administration with a 
concentration in marketing 
management.

 In her new role, Dixon will 
be working with members of 
the Chamber’s economic 
development team on a variety 
of projects from industry 
recruiting to existing industry 
expansions to developing 
reports and coordinating 
project proposals to serving as 
staff liaison for the City of 
Mobile Industrial Development 

Board and the 
Mobile County 
Industrial 
Development 
Authority. She 
joined the Chamber 
this summer as 
administrative 
assistant in the 
membership 
department. 

“Molly jumped right in, and 
has been a terrific addition to 
our team,” said David Rodgers, 
the Chamber’s vice president of 
economic development.

Dixon is a member of the 
Junior League of Mobile. 
“Working at the Chamber, 
getting to be a part of the 
growth of Mobile, is so 
rewarding,” said Dixon.

 Contact Dixon at 251-431-
8650 or mdixon@mobile 
chamber.com. 

print | web | graphic design
5 0 4 . 8 3 7 . 5 4 4 4
info@ScottOttCreative.com
ScottOttCreative.com

“
”

The Stewart Lodges ...
A place where People Connect.

Brings out the BEST OF YOUR PEOPLE. 

Private. Exclusive. Customized Experience. 

Come see why we are “The South’s Best Kept Secret!”
—  JENNIE M. CAMPBELL, CMP, CMM, PMP - CEO, President Stewart Lodges

Business is 
PEOPLE.

Business is 
CONNECTION.

32311 Waterview Dr. E. ~ Loxley, AL
For reservations call ~ 251.602.1300 or Toll Free 866.580.4343

www.StewartSteelwood.com

Dixon

Makeda Nichols, CHFC, CLU
CHFC, CLU Professional Designations

Fluent in German, French, Latvian and Russian
Hablamos espanol

Main Office:
2558 Old Shell Road • Mobile, AL 36607-3022
Office: (251) 471-1108
Fax: (251) 471-1290
Cell: (251) 605-5263
Email: makeda@makedanichols.com
www.makedanichols.com
NMLS MLO #292717
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Isaiah Engineering Inc. is a minority-owned engineering and construction firm founded in 2003. The firm’s  
principals specialize in facility planning and development; engineering design and analysis; environmental  
audits and remediation; and construction management of multi-million-dollar domestic and international  
projects for government and private-sector organizations of all sizes. Pictured at the Mobile company’s office 
located at 411 Azalea Rd. (L-R)  Brad Bertrand, John Muniz, Leida Javier-Ferrell, Richard Muniz, president:; and 
Nathaniel Everett. For more information, visit isaiahengineering.com.          

Isaiah Engineering

 AMBASSADOR of the month

As a Mobile Area Chamber ambassador, 
Dorothy May says she enjoys “pointing 
new members to specific groups and 
meetings that the Chamber offers.” A 
Chamber member for the past 11 years, 
May is the Chamber’s Ambassador of the 
Month. A certified jeweler with a doctorate 
in Christian psychology from Jacksonville 
Theological Seminary, May owns and 
operates The Gathering of Jewels, an online 
women’s apparel and fine-jewelry business.

Ambassadors are volunteers who support  
the Mobile Area Chamber by visiting members, 
assisting with events and ribbon-cuttings.  
To learn more, contact Dawn Rencher at  
251-431-8649 or drencher@mobilechamber.com.

  BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT of the month

SAVE THE DATE
8th Annual

Alabama
Global
Supply 
Chain & 
Logistics 
Summit

On Nov. 12 and 13, the Mobile Area Chamber will host the 8th Annual Alabama Global 
Supply Chain & Logistics Summit. The summit will bring together industry experts 
and government leaders to address future trends, provide updates on Alabama’s 
infrastructure, and discuss other impacts to Alabama’s global supply chain network. 
The summit will feature an opening reception, as well as tours of the Alabama State 
Port Authority, APM Terminals and the Airbus Final Assembly Line.

Sponsorship and exhibitor opportunities are available. Contact Kayley Shepard  
at kshepard@mobilechamber.com or 251-431-8629 for more information. Or learn 
more at mobilechamber.com.

THE BATTLE HOUSE HOTEL | NOVEMBER 12 & 13
PRESENTED BY THE STATE OF ALABAMA AND THE MOBILE AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
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 3 CHAMBER CLOSED  - LABOR DAY
   

10   & 11  AIDT LEADERSHIP  
         DEVELOPMENT TRAINING LSI
  AIDT Leadership Development training programs introduce team  
  leaders, supervisors and managers to effective leadership   
  responsibilities, communication skills, teamwork and motivation  
  techniques. 

  When: 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., both days
  Where: Mobile Area Chamber, 451 Government St.
  Cost : $50 per person for members/$60 for nonmembers,  

   includes course materials, lunch and snacks
  Contact : events.mobilechamber.com

   Reservations are required and no cancellations after Sept. 4.  
   Class size is limited to 25.

10 ATTRACTING FOREIGN SALES WITH EXIM BANK    
  The Export-Import Bank of the U.S. (EXIM) can help take the fear  
  out of exporting and increase your company’s international sales.  
  Learn about tools and resources to help grow your business  
  abroad. Combine financing and credit insurance to unlock even  
  more business potential in foreign markets.

  When: 9 to 10 a.m.
  Where: Mobile Area Chamber, 451 Government St.
  Cost : $20 per person   

  Contact : Kayley Shepard at 251-431-8629 or  
   kshepard@mobilechamber.com   
   Reservations are required and no cancellations after Sept. 6.  
  Presented by: Mobile Area Chamber of Commerce and 
   supported by the Alabama International Trade Center,  
   the Export-Import Bank of the United States, the Export  
   Alabama Alliance and Region’s Bank. 

11  NETWORKING @ NOON*Members Only  

  Make 40-plus business contacts in 90 minutes over lunch.  
  When: Noon to 1:30 p.m.
  Where: Alabama Power Operations Center Auditorium, 
   505 Hillcrest Rd.
  Cost : $10, must be paid with reservation

  Contact : Molly Dixon at 251-431-8619 or  
   mdixon@mobilechamber.com
  Sponsors: 

17  EXECUTIVE ROUNDTABLE *Members Only 
  A monthly forum exclusively for Chamber-member small   
  business owners and managers.   
  When: 8 to 9 a.m.  
  Where: Mobile Area Chamber, 451 Government St.
  Speaker: Chris Curry, president, Mobile Airport Authority
  Topic: Update on the Mobile Aeroplex and Airport Projects 
  Contact : Brenda Rembert at 251-431-8607 or  
   brembert@mobilechamber.com 
   No charge, but RSVP requested. Free parking.
  Sponsor:

27 THE GULF COAST CHALLENGE BREAKFAST    
  This breakfast event leads up to The Gulf Coast Challenge, pitting   
  Alabama A&M University and Central State University in the   
  ultimate historically black colleges and universities (HBCU)   
  football battle. This event is an opportunity for local business and   
  community leaders to network and meet leaders from the visiting   
  communities.  
  When: 7:30 to 9 a.m.
  Where: Mobile Marriott, 3101 Airport Blvd.    
  Cost: $25 per person or $200 for table of eight   
  Contact : Brenda Rembert at 251-431-8607 or  
   brembert@mobilechamber.com 
   Reservations are required by Sept. 23 and payment is due at   
   time of registration. No refunds after that date.
  Sponsor:

            CALENDAR

SEPTEMBER For information on Chamber events, visit events.mobilechamber.com.

The Mobile Area Chamber was awarded  
a five-star rating by the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce, the highest designation given.  
Of the 6,936 chambers in the U.S., only 203  
are accredited, and of those only 103 have achieved five-star distinction.  
The Mobile Area Chamber has been accredited by the U.S. Chamber since 
the designation’s inception more than 40 years ago.
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Relax…and leave the stress to us.
 Regardless of what a recent survey says, Mobile is 
not one of America’s most stressful cities. On the other 
hand, running a business in any city is stressful. Meeting 
deadlines, communicating with customers, looking 
professional — it’s a lot to juggle. 
 Interstate Inc. reduces this stress by offering exceptional 
printing, pre-press and mailing services all in one location. 
Simplify your life and  leave the deadline worries to us. 
    Relax, we understand what full  
     service really means.
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administration with a 
concentration in accounting 
from the University of South 
Alabama. She will focus 
primarily on tax work.

✱

Garrett Powe 
was selected  
vice president  
of commercial 
banking for  
ServisFirst Bank 
Mobile. He 
brings more 
than 10 years of experience in 
the financial and banking 
industry. Powe received a 
bachelor’s degree in commerce 
and business administration 
from The University of Alabama. 

✱

  United Way of Southwest 
Alabama made two staff 
announcements. Michi Lunceford 
was promoted to chief financial 
officer. Lunceford received a 
bachelor’s degree in accounting 
from the University of West 
Alabama and a master’s degree 
in accounting from The 
University of Alabama. She is a 
certified public accountant with 
more than 20 years of experience.

In other news, Justine Herlihy 
is the organization’s new vice 
president of resource 
development. She earned a 
bachelor’s degree in psychology 
from The University of Alabama.  

✱

USA Health welcomed 
dermatologist Dr. B. Frederick 
Bodie as he and the practice he 
founded in 1980, Springhill 
Dermatology Clinic, joined USA 
Health. The practice was renamed 
USA Health Dermatology. 
With a successful history as  
an innovator in skin care on the 
Alabama Gulf Coast, Bodie is 
certified to practice by the 
American Board of Dermatology 
and the American Board of 
Pediatrics.  

University of Mobile (UM) 
head baseball coach Mike 
Jacobs, who founded the 
university’s baseball program 
and was recently inducted into 
the Alabama Baseball Coaches 
Association Hall of Fame, is UM’s 
new athletic director. Jacobs 
received a bachelor’s degree in 
education from the University 
of South Alabama. 

Darnell Archey is the 
University of Mobile’s new head 
men’s basketball coach. He holds 
a bachelor’s degree in marketing 
and business from Butler 
University and a bachelor’s 
degree in physical education from 
Indiana Wesleyan University in 
Indianapolis. His playing 
experience includes the Harlem 
Globetrotters in winter 2004 
and Australian Select in 2003.

✱

The attorneys 
of Cunningham 
Bounds LLC 
welcomed 
Aaron N. 
Maples to the 
firm as an 
associate. 
Maples earned bachelor’s 
degrees in English and 
philosophy from the University 
of South Alabama and a law 
degree from Loyola University 
of New Orleans. 

✱

The Alabama State Port 
Authority named Richard T. 
Clark as deputy director. Clark 
has more than 30 years of 
maritime industry experience. 
He is a business management 
graduate of Trinity Southern 
University and attended the 
University of South Alabama 
and the U.S. Merchant Marine 
Academy in Kings Point, N.Y. 

✱

Wilkins Miller LLC, an 
accounting and advisory firm, 
announced Jessica Mims  
joined its team after earning a 
bachelor’s degree in business 

 Spring Hill College 
appointed Kathy Sheppard 
PhD, RN, to professor and 
chair of the division of nursing. 
After receiving a bachelor’s 
degree in nursing from the 
University of Mobile, she went 
on to earn two master’s degrees 
as well as her doctorate in 
nursing from University of 
Alabama at Birmingham.

✱

The Mobile Symphony 
welcomed Dr. Iván del Prado 
as music director of the Mobile 
Symphony Youth Orchestra. He 
graduated from the Instituto 
Superior de Arte (Havana’s 
High Institute of Arts), where he 
received a violin and viola 
professional diploma before 
receiving a bachelor’s degree in 
orchestra conducting. He 
received a doctorate in musical 
arts from the University of 
Southern Mississippi. 

Roberts 
Brothers Inc. 
merged Island 
Property 
Management 
into its existing 
property 
management 
division. Owner Ashley 
Cancienne will serve as 
director of Roberts Brothers 
Island Property Management. 
The expansion comes a year 
after Roberts Brothers opened 
an office in Orange Beach. 

✱

Bishop State Community 
College is one beneficiary of a 
U.S. Department of Labor grant 
awarded to the Alabama 
Community College System. 
Monies will help bring the 
nationally awarded, earn-and-
learn Federation for Advanced 
Manufacturing Education 
program to Bishop and expand 
training in advanced 
manufacturing to more 
students. 

Bishop State 
Community 
College hired 
Kenney Holder 
as director of 
facilities. 
Holder has 
more than 15 

years in the architectural field, 
nearly 10 years with a general 
contractor and developer and 
four years as head operations 
manager for the school’s building 
program. He received a bachelor’s 
degree in architectural science 
from Tuskegee University.

✱

Six new agents joined 
Roberts Brothers. They are Blair 
Ladd, Brett Burleson, Kyle 
Phillips, Jason Ross, Randy 
Robison and Danyelle Wilson.  

✱

  Trustmark 
named Tommy 
Faust president 
of the Mobile 
and Baldwin 
County market.   
Faust has over 
29 years of 
banking experience. He 
graduated from the University 
of South Alabama with a 
bachelor’s degree in business. 
He is also a graduate of the 
Community Banking School of 
Alabama at Samford University.

 

 

BurlesonLadd

RossPhillips

WilsonRobison

HerlihyLunceford

Holder

Powe

ArcheyJacobs

      MEMBER news

Cancienne

Faust

Maples
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  MEMBER news

The Neonatal Intensive Care 
Unit (NICU) at USA Health 
Children’s & Women’s 
Hospital opened a small baby 
unit for premature infants. The 
new facility is one of only nine 
in the U.S. and the only one 
caring for micro-preemies in 
Alabama and along the upper 
Gulf Coast. 

USA Health announced it 
was the first Gulf Coast 
healthcare system with 
technology able to identify 
disease-causing organisms, 
commonly known as pathogens, 
in as little as 40 seconds. These 
advances mean improved 
patient outcomes, as physicians 
can now implement proper 
antibiotics therapies, among 
others, more quickly and 
effectively. 

✱

 Spring Hill College will 
award a bachelor’s degree in 
engineering (dual-degree) 
simultaneously with the 
bachelor of engineering degree 
from affiliated schools when 
students complete all 
requirements at Spring Hill and 
one of the engineering schools. 
The dual-engineering program 
emphasizes coursework in 
physics, chemistry, mathematics 
and computer science.

Lucy E. Tufts 
of Cunningham 
Bounds LLC 
Mobile was 
recently  
inducted  
into the 
International 
Academy of Trial Lawyers. The 
academy seeks out, identifies, 
acknowledges and honors those 
who have demonstrated skill 
and ability in jury trials, trials 
before the court and appellate 
practice.  

✱

Alabama Hospice Care of 
Mobile was recognized by 
Strategic Healthcare Programs 
as a “Superior Performer” for 
achieving an overall caregiver 
and family satisfaction score that 
ranked in the Top 20 percent of 
all eligible clients for 2018. 

Submission deadline for Member News  
is two months prior to publication.  
News releases should be one or  

two brief paragraphs. Photos must be 
professional headshots, labeled with  
the person’s last name, and must be  

300 dpi at full size and saved in an eps, 
tiff or jpg format. Send your information 

to news@mobilechamber.com.

The Courtyard Marriott 
Mobile/Daphne, Eastern Shore 
Hotel recently received the 
prestigious Gold Service 
Award for outstanding guest 
satisfaction scores. The gold 
designation is awarded to those 
scoring in the top 10 percent of 
all 1,074 Marriott Courtyard 
hotels nationwide based on 
their intent to recommend 
scores in 2018.  

✱

Dr. William 
E. Barrick, 
executive 
director of 
Bellingrath 
Gardens and 
Home, was 
named the 

winner of the 2019 American 
Public Gardens Association’s 
Service Award. The service 
award honors an individual 
who has shown selfless service to 
the organization through work 
as a professional committee 
member, service committee 
member and/or board member.  

✱

University Hospital earned 
the American Heart 
Association’s Get With The 
Guidelines-Heart Failure Gold 
Plus Quality Achievement 
Award and was recognized on 
the AHA’s Target: Heart Failure 
Honor Roll. 

In addition, the hospital once 
again earned The Joint 
Commission’s Gold Seal of 
Approval for accreditation by 
demonstrating compliance with 
the commission’s national 
standards for health care quality 
and safety in hospitals.

✱

In its first full season as an 
NCAA Division II member, 
Spring Hill College won the 
Southern Intercollegiate 
Athletic Conference (SIAC) 
Commissioner’s Cup for 
women’s athletics. The award 
is presented each year to the 
member institution with the 
best combined performance in 
men’s sports and women’s 
conference-sponsored 
championships. 

Ann 
Richardson, 
senior vice 
president  
and wealth 
management 
advisor with 
Merrill Lynch 
Wealth Management, was 
recently recognized as a 
Leading Lady for the Girl 
Scouts of Southern Alabama.

✱

The Edison Electric Institute 
(EEI) presented Alabama 
Power with its Emergency 
Assistance Award and 
Emergency Recovery Award for 
its power restoration efforts 
after Hurricane Michael hit 
Alabama, Georgia and Florida 
in October 2018.

University of Mobile 
Steinway artist Kadisha 
Onalbayeva won the Glad 
Robinson Youse Composition 
Competition by the National 
Federation of Music Clubs. 
Onalbayeva is the director of 
piano studies at the Alabama 
School of the Arts at the 
University of Mobile. 

Barrick

Tufts

Richardson

MobileSymphony.org  •  251-432-2010

Saturday, Sept. 21, 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, Sept. 22, 2:30 p.m.

Saenger Theatre
Tickets start at $15!

LEANNAH & LYMAN HOLLAND 

LAURA LEE PATILLO NORQUIST 
CHARITABLE FOUNDATION

MEDIA SPONSOR

The music of 
Spain & Cuba 

¡Olé!
Featuring Cuban pianist 

Aldo López-Gavilán

SPONSORED BY 

Mobile Area  
Chamber

@ MobileChamber

www.mobilechamber.com/blog 

CONNECT  

with the Chamber  >>

FOLLOW 

the Chamber’s Blog >>

Mobile_Area_
Chamber
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    ANNIVERSARIES

Members are our greatest asset. Please show your  
support through the patronage of these businesses.

50 years 
Rime Investments

35 years 
Evonik Corp.

30 years 
Cintas Corp.

25 years 
Auto Glass & Paint Supply

20 years 
Atlanta Bread
Hill & Brooks
Mott MacDonald
United Cerebral Palsy of  
   Mobile Inc.

15 years 
Habitat For Humanity of  
   Southwest Alabama
RockBridge Wealth  
   Management Inc.

10 years 
Bienville Capital  
   Management LLC
Longleaf Machining LLC
Ruland & Ruland CPAs LLC
The Ezell House 
W&O Supply

5 years 
Half Shell Oyster House
McCorquodale Transfer Inc.
Metropolitan Glass Co. Inc.
Oak Hollow Farm Inc.
Universal Precast Inc.

1-4 years 
A Culture of Excellence  
   (ACE) LLC
All South Heating &  
   Cooling Inc.
AMA Lighting LLC
BASF Agricultural Solutions  
   US LLC
Baumhower’s Victory Grille
Berney Office Solutions
Chicken Salad Chick
Coldsmith Ryder & Associates
Color Clean of the Gulf Coast
EcoView Windows, Doors  
   and Siding
Experimax Central Mobile
F45 Training Spring Hill USA
Hobart Corp.
Hollon Dental
ID360 Media
Julye Clark Consulting
Kemira Chemicals
Lipford Construction Inc.
Loves Travel Stop
Marine Equipment Supply LLC
Nfina Technologies Inc.
Oyster Shell Strategy LLC
Park First LLC
Pediatric Associates of  
   Mobile PA
PureVine Healthcare LLC
REEL USA Corp.
Royal Property Management
SEZ Aerospace USA LLC
The Lathan Co. Inc.
The Mosquito Authority
University Oaks Office
Visiting Angels
Walmart Neighborhood  
   Market #5098
Waste Management
William Bruce Business Sales  
   & Acquisitions LLC

Agent since 1993

FLATBED  •  HEAVY HAULING  •  BOAT HAULING  •  CONTAINER HAULING

Specializing in Tanks, Pipes,  
Heavy Equipment and Machinery,  

and Over-Dimensional Boats

Serving 48 States and Canada.

Call anytime!
If you’re working, so are we.

7040 McDonald Road     Irvington, AL 36544 
Phone: 800-242-9212 or 251-653-7348     Fax: 251-653-1199 
E-Mail: derekp@bellsouth.net    www.wonderlandexpressinc.com 

HEAVY HAULING
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Know a company interested in benefiting from Chamber membership? Contact Elizabeth Nelson at 251-431-8617 or enelson@mobilechamber.com  
or Jackie Hecker at 251-431-8642 or jhecker@mobilechamber.com. Also, find a membership directory at members.mobilechamber.com.

   new MEMBERS

ARMS
Michael S. Bryant
P.O. Box 2912
Mobile, AL 36652
800-776-6783
arms.com
Software Development

Canna Benefits
Kendra Kimble
5011 Presley Blvd.
Eight Mile, AL 36613
251-222-0421
mycannabenefits.com/contact
Retail

Colonial Life - Brandon Kiser
Brandon Kiser
5290 Willard Dr. N.
Theodore, AL 36582
251-593-5864
Employee Benefits

Dauphin Island Sea Lab 
Foundation
Helene Hassell
P.O. Box 82151
Mobile, AL 36689
251-605-6624
sealabfoundation.org
Foundation Organization

DMG Design+Build
Ryan McCroskey
2345 Metairie Rd.
Metairie, LA 70001
504-275-6664
DMGnola.com
Contractors-General

Dream Builders of Mobile LLC
Sherell Davis
P.O. Box 50006
Mobile, AL 36605
251-518-6069
dreambuildersofmobile.com
Contractors - General & Residential 
Builders

Dawn Finch Photography
Dawn Finch
9186 Maxwell Dr. N.
Theodore, AL 36582
251-753-3564
Photographer

Frios Gourmet Pops
Cliff Kennedy
1201 W. I-65 Service Rd. N., Ste. A
Mobile, AL 36618
251-767-6476
friospops.com
Food Products

Ramonica Gamble Consulting LLC
Ramonica Gamble
1850 Airport Blvd., B4
Mobile, AL 36606
251-583-7857
ramonicagamble.com
Training

Glazed Doughnuts
Sang Nhung
5369 U.S. Hwy. 90 W., Ste. C
Mobile, AL 36619
251-656-8466
Doughnuts

Haint Blue Brewing Co. LLC
Keith W. Sherrill
P.O. Box 40038
Mobile, AL 36640
251-888-1277
haintbluebrew.com
Bars

Harvest Jewels LLC
Rosemary Corte
1203 U.S. Hwy. 98, Ste. 3B
Daphne, AL 36526
251-721-0033
harvestjewels.com
Retail

Horse and Buggy  
Transportation LLC
Sean Powe
1853 Caster St.
Mobile, AL 36605
251-533-5027
horseandbuggytransport.com
Transportation Services

Judy’s Place
Kenneth Lowe Jr.
3977 Government Blvd.
Mobile, AL 36693
251-665-4547
judysplacemobile.com
Restaurants

Kalifeh Bedsole Adams
John Bedsole
3224 Executive Park Circle
Mobile, AL 36606
251-476-0314
kalifehbedsoleadams.com
Accounting Service

Kidz Klozet
Cathi Jennings
9260 Creek Ct.
Mobile, AL 36695
251-680-3255
mykidzklozet.com
Consignment Gallery

Tammy Leytham -  
Freelance Writer
P.O. Box 791
Fairhope, AL 36533
251-923-7256
gulfcoastplanet.blogspot.com
Marketing

Little Tokyo
Hoang Tran
805 Willow Pointe Dr. E.
Mobile, AL 36695
251-307-5788
Restaurants

Yolanda Hunter - Mary Kay
Yolanda R. Hunter
Mobile, AL
251-554-8799
marykay.com/yrhunter
Cosmetics & Perfumes

MPACT Public Affairs Consulting
Mary Mullins Redditt
P.O. Box 994
Montrose, AL 36559-0994
251-802-3341
mpactpublicaffairs.com
Public Relations Counselors

Red Zone Weather
Spinks Megginson
2109 Wildwood Dr.
Brewton, AL 36426
251-363-8833
redzoneweather.com
Broadcast Company

Reelentless Construction LLC
Bennie R. Goldman Sr.
6190 Rangeline Rd.
Theodore, AL 36582
251-443-1119
Roof Contractors

Refined Events LLC
Jessica Wofford
P.O. Box 700
Mobile, AL 36601
251-753-4059
Refined-Events.com
Event Planning/Management

Sacata LLC
Carla Salaun
361 Tatum Ave.
Mobile, AL 36609
832-408-6800
Computer Service/Training/
Maintenance/Cabling

Saddle Up Saloon
Janice Loughlin
P.O. Box 414
Daphne, AL 36526
251-643-4229
facebook.com/SaddleUpMobile
Bars

Southern Rapid Care
Whit Stephens
25910-D Canal Rd.
Orange Beach, AL 36561
251-974-2273
southernrapidcare.com
Medical Clinics

TEC Engineering Associates
Lance Steed
308 S. Georgia Ave.
Mobile, AL 36604
251-471-2020
tecengr.com
Technology Consultants

Tennessee Valley Training Center
Susan Shipman
3100 Cottage Hill Rd., Ste. 112
Mobile, AL 36606
251-338-7470
tvtc.org
Safety Training and Consultants

Vail Rubber Works
Melissa Varnadore
124 Salco Rd.
Axis, AL 36505
251-675-5644
vailrubber.com
Manufacturers

Victory Professional  
Development Center
Suporior Campbell
P.O. Box 91523
Mobile, AL 36691
251-222-0866
victoryprofessional.org
Occupational Therapy

W. C. Rowan and Associates
William Rowan
140-A McGregor Ave., S.
Mobile, AL 36608
251-402-2625
Consultant

As of 6/30/19
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believe in mobile 
belong to the chamber

advocacy
… we work to create an 
environment that promotes 
business and community growth


