


 What do you know about Cuba?

 Would you like to visit Cuba?

 Do you consider that Cuba and the United States can have normal relations?

 Have you been in Cuba?

 Do you consider that Cuba receives fair treatment in the media?

Opening questions.



“I believe that there is no country in the world including any and all the countries under

colonial domination, where economic colonization, humiliation and exploitation were worse

than in Cuba, in part owing to my country’s policies during the Batista regime.

I approved the proclamation which Fidel Castro made in the Sierra Maestra, when he

justifiably called for justice and especially yearned to rid Cuba of corruption. I will even go

further: to some extent it is as though Batista was the incarnation of a number of sins on

the part of the United States. Now we shall have to pay for those sins.

In the matter of the Batista regime, I am in agreement with the first Cuban revolutionaries.

That is perfectly clear.”

Interview with journalist Jean Daniel, The New Republic Published on December 14 1963, pp. 15-20

October 24, 1963.

Why the Cuban Revolution?



 1961 United States severs diplomatic relations with Cuba on Jan 03.

 1961 Bay of Pigs invasion on April.

 1962 Cuban Missile Crisis

Since the early 1960s, U.S. policy toward Cuba has consisted largely of isolating the island

nation through comprehensive economic sanctions, including an embargo on trade and

financial transactions.

U.S. policy toward Cuba.



President Kennedy has stated from the beginning that as President he bears sole

responsibility for the events of the past few days. He has stated it on all occasions and he

restates it now so that it will be understood by all.

U.S. policy toward Cuba.

Official Press Statement, April 24, 1961, Press Secretary

from the White House.

“52 years after Cuban Missile Crisis, Pres. Kennedy would be proud @POTUS has reached

out”-@CarolineKennedy on #Cuba http://go.usa.gov/3zZNe

WH National Security @NSCPress



Cuba at a Glance

Population: 11.2 million (2013).

Area: 109,884 sq. Km (slightly smaller than Pennsylvania)

GDP: $77.15 billion (2013, current U.S. $).

Per Capita Income: $6,789.8 (2013, current U.S. $)

Source: World Bank Source: National Office of Statistics and Information (ONEI),

Republic of Cuba



 Life Expectancy: 79 years (2013)

 Births attended by skilled health staff (% of total): 100% (2012)

 Immunization, measles (% of children ages 12-23 months): 99% (2014)

 Literacy (adult): 100% (2012)

 Improved water source (% of population with access): 95% (2015)

 Improved sanitation facilities (% of population with access): 93% (2015)

Cuba at a Glance

Source: World Bank Source: National Office of Statistics and Information (ONEI),

Republic of Cuba



 Government expenditure on education, total (% of GDP): 12.8% (2010) . By the

way, according to the World Bank is the highest investment in

education worldwide

 Health expenditure, public (% of GDP): 8% (2013)

 Military expenditure (% of GDP): 4% (2013)

 To health and education was allocated 53% of total expenditure of 2014 budget

activity.

Cuba at a Glance

Source: World Bank Source: National Office of Statistics and Information (ONEI),

Republic of Cuba



Cuba at a Glance

Human Development Index 2014:

 Human Development Report 2014

Sustaining Human Progress: Reducing

Vulnerabilities and Building Resilience.

Cuba 44.

 In 187 countries.

Source: http://hdr.undp.org/sites/default/files/hdr14-report-

en-1.pdf

http://hdr.undp.org/sites/default/files/hdr14-report-en-1.pdf


Sport facilities: 5 134 (2014)

Cuba at a Glance

Source: World Bank Source: National Office of Statistics and Information (ONEI),

Republic of Cuba

Games Athletes Gold Silver Bronze Total Rank

1900 Paris 1 1 1 0 2 12

1904 St. Louis 4 4 3 2 9 3

1908 London

did not participate1912 Stockholm

1920 Antwerp

1924 Paris 9 0 0 0 0 –

1928 Amsterdam 1 0 0 0 0 –

1932 Los Angeles
did not participate

1936 Berlin

1948 London 53 0 1 0 1 28

1952 Helsinki 29 0 0 0 0 –

1956 Melbourne 16 0 0 0 0 –

1960 Rome 12 0 0 0 0 –

1964 Tokyo 27 0 1 0 1 30

1968 Mexico City 115 0 4 0 4 31

1972 Munich 137 3 1 4 8 14

1976 Montreal 156 6 4 3 13 8

1980 Moscow 207 8 7 5 20 4

1984 Los Angeles
did not participate

1988 Seoul

1992 Barcelona 176 14 6 11 31 5

1996 Atlanta 164 9 8 8 25 8

2000 Sydney 229 11 11 7 29 9

2004 Athens 151 9 7 11 27 11

2008 Beijing 149 2 11 11 24 28

2012 London 111 5 3 6 14 16

2016 Rio de Janeiro

Total 72 67 69 208 18

Cuba at the Olympics
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Cuba at a Glance

WHO validates elimination of

mother to child transmission of

#HIV and syphilis in #Cuba

http://goo.gl/4zNGhF

Source: WHO @WHO June 30, 2015

WHO @WHO
Official Twitter account of the 

World Health Organization, the 

United Nations' health agency

#Cuba is the first country in the

world to receive WHO validation

for eliminating mother to child

transmission of #HIV & syphilis

https://twitter.com/hashtag/HIV?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Cuba?src=hash
http://t.co/fpmzYsWKNB
https://twitter.com/WHO
https://twitter.com/WHO
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Cuba at a Glance

#Happybirthday to Arnaldo

Tamayo Méndez of Cuba--1st

Latin American & 1st person of

African ancestry in space.

Source: @NASAhistory

NASA History Office
@NASAhistory

https://twitter.com/NASAhistory
https://twitter.com/NASAhistory
https://twitter.com/NASAhistory


Cuba at a Glance

Key Trading Partners:

Exports (2013):

43% 8.8% 8.7% 6.5%.

Imports (2013):

33% 10.4% 8.3% 4.2%

Source: World Bank Source: National Office of Statistics and Information (ONEI),

Republic of Cuba



Cuba at a Glance

Cuba has diplomatic relations

with 191 countries, orders and

institutions. (190 of the 193 UN

Member States)

114 foreign diplomatic

missions in Cuba.

122 Cuban embassies and

missions abroad.

Source: Ministry of Foreign Affairs



Cuba at a Glance

Cuba fulfilled the Millennium

Development Goals and offered

its modest cooperation to other

developing nations in various

areas, something we shall

continue to do to the extent of

our limited capabilities.

Source: Ministry of Foreign Affairs



Cuba at a Glance

Millions of people have recuperated their health

thanks to Cuban cooperation:

 325,710 collaborators have provided services

in 158 countries.

 Today, 50,281 Cuban healthcare workers are

providing services in 68 nations.

 Thanks to the “Yes, I Can” educational

program, 9,376,000 people have left illiteracy

behind in 30 different countries.

 More than 68,000 students from 157

countries have graduated in Cuba.

Source: Ministry of Foreign Affairs



Cuba at a Glance

“Cuba’s Impressive Role on Ebola.”

Cuba has a long tradition of dispatching doctors

and nurses to disaster areas abroad. In the

aftermath of Hurricane Katrina in 2005, the

Cuban government created a quick-reaction

medical corps and offered to send doctors to

New Orleans. The United States, unsurprisingly,

didn’t take Havana up on that offer.

Source: http://www.nytimes.com/2014/10/20/opinion/cubas-

impressive-role-on-ebola.html?_r=0



Cuba at a Glance

#USCuba #Fidel: "We could not remain
indifferent." #Cuba's response to
Hurricane #Katrina #USA

Source: @Miguel_Fraga_79

https://twitter.com/hashtag/USCuba?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Fidel?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Cuba?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Katrina?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/USA?src=hash
https://twitter.com/Miguel_Fraga_79




17D

December 17, 2014



Cuba: Polling Data 

Before 17D

Atlantic Council: A February 2014 poll finds

bipartisan majorities support normalization

with Cuba, with Florida leading the nation in

support.

56% of Americans, and More Than 60% of

Floridians and Latinos Favor Changing US

Policy Toward Cuba

Source: http://www.atlanticcouncil.org/publications/reports/us-

cuba-a-new-public-survey-supports-policy-change



A June 2014 poll finds a majority of Cuban-

Americans in Miami support normalizing

relations with Cuba (68%) and believe the

embargo hasn't worked.

Cuba: Polling Data 

Before 17D



A December 2014 poll finds strong bipartisan support for an

end to trade and travel bans with Cuba. 68% support ending

the trade embargo with Cuba -- up 11 points from 2009 - and

74% support ending travel restrictions to Cuba - a jump of

19 points from five years ago.

Cuba: Polling Data 

After 17D



US Cuba Talks



US Cuba Talks



US Cuba Talks



Cuba: Polling Data

An April 2015 poll finds nearly 6 in 10

Americans support better U.S. relations

with Cuba.

An April 2015 poll shows support for normalizing

relations with Cuba has grown to a majority among

Cuban-Americans (51-40%).



Summary: MAY 29, 2015

We are pleased to note that today the Secretary of State has rescinded Cuba’s

designation as a State Sponsor of Terrorism.

https://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2015/05/29/rescission-cuba-

state-sponsor-terrorism



Cuba: Polling Data

A June 2015 poll finds 46% of Latino voters say that if a candidate

were to support President Obama’s new policy of normalizing

relations with Havana, it would have no impact on their vote, while

34% give assurances that they would rather vote for a candidate who

favors the new policy and only 14% state the opposite. It is even

more odd that 40% of Cuban-American voters would be willing to

support a candidate favoring normalization of relations while only

26% would be less inclined to vote for that candidate.

Noticias Univisión Poll of the Latino Vote



@JohnKerry:

#Cuba’s future is for Cubans to shape. #USCuba

We reaffirm Cuba’s willingness to move towards

the normalization of relations with the United

States in a constructive spirit…



Cuba: Polling Data

A July 2015 poll finds rapidly rising bipartisan support for

diplomatic relations with Cuba and ending the trade embargo.

According to Pew, 73% of Americans -including 56% of Republicans-

approve of renewed ties.

Pew Research Center Poll On Cuba





"For 50 years, the

United States

pursued a Cuba

policy that failed to

improve the lives of

the Cuban people.

We changed that."

—@POTUS #UNGA

White House Live

@WHLive

After 56 years in which

the Cuban people put

up a heroic and selfless

resistance, diplomatic

relations have been

reestablished between

Cuba and the United

States of America.

@RaulCastroR

https://twitter.com/WHLive
https://twitter.com/WHLive
https://twitter.com/RaulCastroR


Cuba: Polling Data 

November 17

Source: http://www.atlanticcouncil.org/cuba-poll/

http://www.atlanticcouncil.org/cuba-poll/




The Honorable John Kerry, Secretary of State.

The Honorable Penny Pritzker, Secretary of Commerce.

The Honorable Thomas Vilsack, Secretary of Agriculture.

Andrew Cuomo (D- New York) / Asa Hutchinson (R- Arkansas).

Greg Abbott (R- Texas) / Terry McAuliffe (D- Virginia)

GovernorsU.S. Government



28 Representatives + 7 17 Senators

CODEL



The United States and Cuba formed a
bilateral commission for negotiations
on normalization issues.

• Environment

• Law Enforcement and Counternarcotics

• Mail

• Claims

• Human Rights

• Global Health

• Travel

• Commerce

• Internet and Telecommunications

• Security of Trade and Travel Flows

• Colombia Peace Talks



In Cuba we believe that bilateral relations

with United States will be normal only

when we exercise full sovereignty on all our

territory, when we are not longer under a

sanctions regime and when no specific

programs are funded to alter our way of

life.



499. Memorandum From the Deputy Assistant Secretary of

State for Inter-American Affairs (Mallory) to the Assistant

Secretary of State for Inter-American Affairs (Rubottom)

1. The majority of Cubans support Castro (the lowest estimate I have seen is 50 percent).

2. There is no effective political opposition.

6. The only foreseeable means of alienating internal support is through disenchantment and

disaffection based on economic dissatisfaction and hardship.

If the above are accepted or cannot be successfully countered, it follows that every possible

means should be undertaken promptly to weaken the economic life of Cuba. If such a policy

is adopted, it should be the result of a positive decision which would call forth a line of

action which, while as adroit and inconspicuous as possible, makes the greatest inroads in

denying money and supplies to Cuba, to decrease monetary and real wages, to bring about

hunger, desperation and overthrow of government.

Source: Department of State, Central Files, 737.00/4–660.

Secret. Drafted by Mallory.

Rubottom initialed the “yes” space provided on the source text.

Washington, April 6, 1960.

Historical Background: The “Embargo”



Despite improving relations between the United States and Cuba, the United Nations

voted Tuesday to condemn the American embargo against the communist island for

the 24th year in a row.

The General Assembly voted 191-2 to adopt the resolution, with only the U.S. and

Israel opposing it. The 191 total represented the most countries ever siding with Cuba,

up from the previous high of 188 the last three years.

Source:

http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2015/10/27/united-

nations-cuba-embargo-united-states-vote/74681702/

http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2015/10/27/united-nations-cuba-embargo-united-states-vote/74681702/


Fifty years of isolating Cuba had failed to promote

democracy, and set us back in Latin America. That’s why we

restored diplomatic relations -- (applause) -- opened the door

to travel and commerce, positioned ourselves to improve the

lives of the Cuban people. (Applause.) So if you want to

consolidate our leadership and credibility in the hemisphere,

recognize that the Cold War is over -- lift the embargo.

(Applause.)



4.085



Sponsor: Rep McCollum, Betty [MN-4] 

(introduced 1/27/2015) 

Cosponsors 4 (4D)

Committees: House Foreign Affairs

Latest Major Action: 1/27/2015 

Referred to House committee. Status: 

Referred to the House Committee on 

Foreign Affairs.

http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/?&Db=d114,d114&querybd=@FIELD(FLD003+@4((@1(Rep+McCollum++Betty))+01653))
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/D?d114,d114:5:./temp/~bd0cxj:@@@P|/home/LegislativeData.php?n=BSS;c=114|




Freedom to Travel to Cuba Act of 2015

Sponsor: Sen Flake, Jeff [AZ] 

(introduced /29/2015) 

Cosponsors 46 (37D – 7R – 2I)

Related Bills: H.R.664

Freedom to Export to Cuba Act of 2015

Sponsor: Sen Klobuchar, Amy [MN] 

(introduced 2/12/2015) 

Cosponsors 22 (18D – 3R – 1I)

Related Bills: H.R.3238, S.1543

No sponsor or co-sponsor in any favorable bill.

http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/?&Db=d114&querybd=@FIELD(FLD003+@4((@1(Sen+Flake++Jeff))+01633))
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/D?d114:1:./temp/~bdNFJt:@@@P|/home/LegislativeData.php|
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d114:HR00664:|/home/LegislativeData.php|
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/?&Db=d114&querybd=@FIELD(FLD003+@4((@1(Sen+Klobuchar++Amy))+01826))
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/D?d114:1:./temp/~bdkRzt:@@@P|/home/LegislativeData.php|
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d114:HR03238:|/home/LegislativeData.php|
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d114:SN01543:|/home/LegislativeData.php|


Freedom to Travel to Cuba Act of 2015

Sponsor: Rep Sanford, Mark [SC-1] 

(introduced 2/2/2015) 

Cosponsors 49 (40D – 9R)

Related Bills: S.299

Free Trade With Cuba Act

Sponsor: Rep Rangel, Charles B. [NY-13] 

(introduced 1/16/2015) 

Cosponsors 31(31D)

No sponsor or co-sponsor in any favorable bill.

http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/?&Db=d114&querybd=@FIELD(FLD003+@4((@1(Rep+Sanford++Mark))+01012))
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/D?d114:1:./temp/~bdvE1Y:@@@P|/home/LegislativeData.php|
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d114:SN00299:|/home/LegislativeData.php|
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/?&Db=d114&querybd=@FIELD(FLD003+@4((@1(Rep+Rangel++Charles+B.))+00944))
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/D?d114:1:./temp/~bdzLiN:@@@P|/home/LegislativeData.php|


No Member.





 What do you know about Cuba?

 Would you like to visit Cuba?

 Do you consider that Cuba and the United States can have normal relations?

 Have you been in Cuba?

 Do you consider that Cuba receives fair treatment in the media?



Final thoughts.

“Do unto others as you

would have them do unto

you.”



“If our dreams of yesterday are today's

realities, our dreams of today will be

tomorrow's realities and thus be the

same for all peoples of the world if we

are able to dream of a better future

together.”

Final thoughts.

“Change is the law of life. And those

who look only to the past or present are

certain to miss the future.”




