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Regional First: Tier III+ Commercial Data Center
Hospitals. Banks. Governmental Systems. Imagine what can happen if your enterprise vanished for 1740 
minutes. That’s the average yearly downtime of systems in an average data center. 

Certifi ed for maximum protection against outage threats, we take ‘average’ and give its precious, stolen 
minutes back to you.  

In the eye of every 
storm — Uptime.

That means — no matter what Mother Nature throws our way — you’ll be able to provide your customers the 
services they can’t live without. 

cspire.com/cloudservices | datacenter@cspire.com | 855.277.4732
©2015 C Spire. All rights reserved.

Here’s how we optimized our facility to safeguard your vital services and provide 99.982% uptime:

Redundant connections through multiple buried fi ber optic rings

Redundant cooling systems

Redundant power feeds and generator backups

Reinforced, tornado resistant construction

Sited in a low-risk weather zone
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C Spire™ Cloud
Optimized for Vital Services
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ON THE COVER 

Mayor Sandy Stimpson and Mobile County 
Commission President Connie Hudson presented their 
annual State of the City/County remarks in March. 
See story on pages 18-19. Photo by LeMaris Alston

Thank You to Our Members
From the Publisher  - Bill Sisson

On April 7, we will be 
celebrating my favorite  
event of the year, Member 
Appreciation Day. Although 
our Chamber members are 
appreciated every day of the 
year, this special event gives  
us an opportunity to pause  
and properly thank you for 
making our Chamber truly 
outstanding. Our status as the 
oldest and largest Chamber in the state of 
Alabama and our U.S. Chamber five-star 
accreditation would not be possible without 
your active participation and support. 

Your company’s continued involvement 
makes it possible for us to be the voice of 
business for the Mobile region, representing 
small, medium and large business. And of 
course, your membership provides direct 
benefits to your company, such as the ability 
to capitalize on new investments, new jobs 

and additional spending in the 
region brought about through 
the Chamber’s business 
attraction efforts and 
community leadership role. 

More importantly, 
belonging to the region’s 
largest business organization 
opens doors through advocacy 
programs providing access to 
lawmakers and civic leaders 

who influence public policy issues important 
to your business.  

We are dedicated to building lasting 
relationships with each of our members 
through value-added benefits to help 
enhance business, expand our market and 
grow our community. 

Thank you for your ongoing commitment 
to making the Chamber a thriving 
organization.    
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      NEWS  you can use

Chamber Partners  
with Google  
Google Streets Gives Members Edge

The Mobile Area Chamber’s 
Young Entrepreneurs Academy 
is inspired by the popular 
showdown format on ABC’s 
“Shark Tank.”

The Mobile Area Chamber is 
partnering with the Alabama 
School of Math and Science and 
University of South Alabama to 
develop a pilot business 
competition program based on 
a U.S. Chamber of Commerce 
program.

The Young Entrepreneurs 
Academy will consist of 30 
weeks of instruction for high 
school students. Those entering 
the program will develop a 
business plan, logo and website 

and compete in front of a panel 
of judges. One entrepreneur is 
selected as a finalist to compete 
regionally, and then the top 
three go to nationals. The 
reward is a scholarship.

“There have been many 
conversations and planning 
sessions during the last year 
centered on developing and 
encouraging Mobile’s 
entrepreneurs. This new 
program plants and nurtures 
the seeds of what could be 
Mobile’s next big business,” 
says Bill Sisson, president & 
CEO of the Mobile Area 
Chamber.  

Young Entrepreneurs 
Academy Offers 
Competition for  
High School Students

The Mobile Area Chamber has partnered with Google Street 
View Indoors to incorporate all Chamber members into a 
customized Google map. All Chamber member businesses will be 
located on the GPS location-based map, and members have an 
opportunity to work with a local photographer/videographer 
selected by Google to develop online office virtual tours, 
e-brochures and videos.

To learn more about this program, or work with a Google Street 
View Indoors representative, visit http://bit.ly/1v6YBo2 and register 
for an appointment. 

soon as the fabrication shop is 
built, the company will be able 
to process more than 65,000 
steel plates per year. Currently 
some of the plates are being 
processed in California and 
Texas. The expansion will enable 
more work to be done locally. 

Primarily Blastech serves 
customers fabricating storage 
tanks for the oil and gas industry.

 “Anytime we have an 
opportunity to work with an 

existing industry and help them 
become even more invested in 
Mobile is a win,” said Troy 
Wayman, vice president of 
economic development for the 
Mobile Area Chamber. “With 
the backing of two strong 
international companies who 
are heavily invested in the steel 
industry, it’s great to see them 
forecasting additional growth 
in the steel market.” 

Blastech Expands  
Adds 70+ New Jobs Over Next Two Years

In February, Blastech Mobile 
LLC announced plans to build a 
new 21,000-square-foot facility 
on its existing site, and by the 
end of year two of the expansion 
project will add more than 75 
employees. Capital investment 
on the project is projected at 
$4.5 million.

 Currently employing 57 
workers, the company is co-
located at the SSAB steel mill  
off Highway 43 in Axis.

 Blastech provides its 
customers with customized cut, 
rolled and painted steel plates. 
The expansion will enable them 
to be a, “One-stop shop for the 
tank industry,” according to 
Andy Walter, general manager 
of Blastech.

 The company is a partnership 
of SSAB, headquartered in 
Stockholm, Sweden, and Warren 
Group Inc., based in Ontario, 
Canada. Walter expects that as 
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Save Local Now –  
A New Tool for Chamber Members to Market Themselves

a single integrated platform.
“With only one training 

session, our members will  
have access to offer discounts, 
coupons and special deals,  
and launch new products and 
services at no cost,” said Leigh 
Perry-Herndon, the Chamber’s 
vice president of communications 
and marketing. “And better yet, 
our members will be able to get 
all of this out to customers on a 
variety of the platforms they 
already use, including e-mail, 
Facebook, Pinterest, Instagram 
and Twitter.”

Chamber members are 
eligible to create unlimited 
digital marketing campaigns  

at no cost by using the platform. 
Regular training sessions will 
be held to help member 
companies learn the program, 
and work to integrate it into 
their own marketing plans. 

To learn more about this 
program visit www.mobile 
chamber.com and click on  
the SLN button. 

The Mobile Area Chamber 
launched a new, free digital 
marketing platform to assist  
its members. Save Local Now 
(SLN) is a website (www.
savelocal.com) and iPhone and 
Android app that gives people 
access to exclusive offers from 
their favorite businesses. 

Locals and visitors to Mobile 
can use SLN to access deals, 
events and savings where they 
shop, eat and play from any 
browser on any device. 
Chamber members can use 
SLN to create, manage and 
analyze their digital marketing 
campaigns. Save Local Now 
includes live business listings,  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
deal and event publishing,  
email marketing, iPhone and 
Android apps, social media 
management, SEO (search 
engine optimization) and 
analytics, bundled together on  

You’ll see this symbol                  with
  stories featuring Chamber initiatives.
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To learn more visit BamaByDistance.ua.edu/MC
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Advance Your Career
with an online business degree from a name you know.
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Rise With The Tide
BamaByDistance.ua.edu/MC

Whether you’re earning an undergraduate or graduate business degree, The University of Alabama is
committed to helping you achieve your goals through online learning. Business degrees available include:

•	 Bachelor	of	Science	in	Commerce	&	Business	Administration

•	 Master	of	Arts	in	Management	with	a	Global	Management	Concentration

•	 Master	of	Science	in	Operations	Management
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Celebrate Small Business Week           May 4-8 

Meet the Small Business of the Year Finalists
Adding a little more anticipation to  

2015 Small Business Week activities,  
the Mobile Area Chamber expanded its 
recognition, naming three finalists among 
those vying for the Small Business of the 
Year award. 

On Thursday, May 7, the winner will be 
revealed along with this year’s Outstanding 
Entrepreneur during the Chamber’s Small 
Business Week luncheon. 

“With 89 percent of our members 
employing 50 employees or less, it made 
sense to broaden the net and highlight the 
successful efforts of a few more of our 
members,” says Darrell Randle, the 
Chamber’s vice president of small 
business development. 

On this page and the following pages, 
readers will see this year’s three finalists 
for the Small Business of the Year and 
information on the week’s specially selected 
workshops and networking events. 

Small Business of the Year applications 
were judged by a panel of individuals with 
different expertise such as management, 
finance and business development.   

Growing from a small space in the family 
residence, to a 5,000-square-foot warehouse 
in only 12 years, American WeatherStar 
offers its nationwide contractor customers  
a variety of roofing materials. President 
Brian O’Donnell says the company’s  
unique services include a business 
development center offering leads to 
American WeatherStar clients. The  
company, with 12 employees, also provides 
specialized, hands-on training sessions.  

A 36-year-old family business, McAleer’s 
Office Furniture has carved a unique niche 
as an office furniture store. Staying on top 
of industry trends and expanding services 
such as interior design and customer 
service have helped the company remain 
innovative and relevant, said President 
Melissa Cross. McAleer’s has 21 employees. 

American WeatherStar

McAleer’s Office Furniture
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Celebrate Small Business Week           May 4-8 

Monday, May 4
Mobile’s Best Resources for  
Small Business Assistance

 When & Where: 1:30 to 4 p.m. - West Mobile Regional Library, 
  5555 Grelot Rd.

 Program: In a business expo-type format, Mobile’s business  
 resource organizations will be on hand to answer your  
 questions and offer advice. Areas of expertise include 
 financial analysis, business planning, marketing, research,  
 financing and more. Find the list of participating   
 organizations on the Chamber’s calendar of events.

Mobile’s Small Business Conference

Tuesday, May 5
Tried and True Ways to  

Grow Your Business

 When & Where: 8:30 to 11:30 a.m. - Mobile Area Chamber, 
  451 Government St.

 Program: Kenny Crow of Crow Shields Bailey PC helps  
 businesses hone the starting point for growth in four  
 fundamental ways. Participants will leave with tried and  
 true methods for business growth that can be implemented 
 immediately.

The Mobile Area Chamber is offering three days of networking 
and professional development seminars designed to provide 
business owners and leaders with the knowledge, tools and strategies 
to grow during this year’s Small Business Week conference. During 
these sessions, you will meet experts who can provide business advice 
and consulting, address your legal issues, business development and 
growth strategies, and lenders to help you with your financing needs.

Early Bird Conference Rate by April 17
Members - $45; potential members - $60
 
Rate After April 17
Members - $60; potential members - $75 

Parking for all events is free. Register at http://events.mobile     
chamber.com or contact Brenda Rembert at brembert@
mobilechamber.com or 431-8607 for more information. 

From its beginnings 
in 1944, when the 
company sold fish  
and groceries, today 
Wilson-Dismukes is a 
nationally-recognized 
retailer of outdoor  
power equipment and 
small engine parts. The 
key to business success, 
says President Edward 
Dismukes Jr., is 
streamlining the product 
offerings and a generous 
inventory. Dismukes  
will open a west Mobile 
location later this year. 
The company has 12 
employees. 

Wilson-Dismukes Inc.
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Wednesday, May 6
Where’s the Money?

 When & Where: 1 to 5 p.m. - American Red Cross, 35 N. Sage Ave.
 
 Program: Presented by the University of South Alabama   
 Melton Center for Entrepreneurship and Innovation.  
 Representatives of more than 10 financing organizations that  
 provide businesses with $500 to more than $2 million will  
 participate in breakout sessions focused on debt, equity and  
 alternative funding sources. This workshop is for companies  
 that need working capital or a line of credit as well as first- or  
 second-stage investors.

During the 
Mobile Area Small 
Business Week, 
May 4-8, the Mobile 
Area Chamber and 
its small business 
partners join 
together to offer a 
variety of tools and 
strategies for small 
business growth.

The highlight of 
the week comes as the Chamber 
recognizes and celebrates 
entrepreneurship and small 
businesses during a luncheon 
on Thursday, May 7. 

The keynote speaker is local 
entrepreneur Dean Parker.

Parker started a pager 
business in Mobile in 1999, then 
founded Callis, a cloud-based 
telecommunications company 
in 2005. The company sold to 
CSpire in 2014. 

Parker will tell a personal 
story that illustrates how chance 

and innovation 
create great 
opportunities. 
Sometimes, he says, 
a business develops 
out of two ideas 
that seem to have 
nothing in 
common. 

Under Parker’s 
leadership, Callis 
was recognized 

on Inc. magazine’s “Inc. 5,000” 
list for six consecutive years  
and named one of “America’s 
Fastest-Growing Private 
Companies.” The Alabama 
Chamber of Commerce 
awarded Callis Business of the 
Year for South Alabama, and 
the company was recognized as 
the Mobile Area Chamber’s 2011 
Small Business of the Year. 

Parker was also named the 2012 
Ernst & Young Entrepreneur of 
the Year for the Southern region. 

Awards Luncheon is 
Highlight of Small Business Week

Celebrate Small Business Week           May 4-8 

Tuesday, May 5
Legal Issues Impacting  

Small Businesses

Fast Facts

Small Business Week Luncheon – May 7
When & Where: 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. - Battle House Hotel  

Cost: $40 Chamber & MBDA Business Center members/ 
 $50 potential members. Members may purchase a table  
 of 10 for $400.

Contact: Brenda Rembert at 251-431-8607 or  
 brembert@mobilechamber.com
 Payment and reservations are required by Friday, May 1.  
 No refunds after that date.

Program: Small Business of the Year finalists and winner  
 will be recognized along with this year’s Outstanding   
 Entrepreneur. Keynote speaker Dean Parker will share  
 lessons learned in growing and selling a company.

 When & Where: 1 to 4:30 p.m. - Mobile Area Chamber,  
  451 Government St.

 Program: Facilitated by David Hannan of Maynard Cooper  
 & Gale PC, a panel of local attorneys will address critical  
 issues that impact business success. Business owners, key  
 management, human resource managers and supervisors  
 will have access to information and advice that normally  
 could cost hundreds of dollars. 
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“Providing Placement for Job Seekers and Preferred Agency Staffing for Employers” 

www.cypressemployment.com

Serving customers in Alabama, Georgia, Florida, Mississippi, Louisiana, Texas and New Mexico

Main Office
701 South Royal Street 

Mobile, AL 36603
251-433-1270

Brookley/Aeroplex Office
2048-B South Broad Street 

Mobile, AL 36615
251-431-1245

Birmingham Office
2501 5th Avenue South
Birmingham, AL 35233

205-224-5600

Louisiana Office
2126 Grand Caillou Road 

Houma, LA 70363
985-346-8232
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Georgia Roussos Catering
New Legacy Capitalizes on a Family Name

Want to be featured here?
Go to mobilechamber.com
to submit an application, or 
contact Danette Richards 

at 251-431-8652 or 
drichards@mobilechamber.com. 

The Roussos family has been 
a Mobile dining institution since 
1974, when it opened its first 
restaurant on the Causeway. After 
its destruction during Hurricane 
Frederic, new locations at Fort 
Conde and in Baldwin County 
and; finally, the rigors of an 
economic recession, Georgia 
Roussos’ mother Zenia 
convinced her to take the family 
business in another direction 
– catering.

“We had always catered 
during our restaurant years, but 
having just a catering business 
allows us to be more creative,” 
Roussos said. “Each event is a 
new opportunity to showcase 
our culinary skills.”

In the years since, Georgia 
Roussos Catering has won awards 
such as Best Independent 
Restaurant at the 2011 Taste of 

Mobile and Best Gumbo at the 
2013 Taste of Mobile, and it’s built 
a customer base that includes 
some of the Mobile area’s top 
corporate clients. The business is 
honored here as the Mobile Area 
Chamber of Commerce’s Small 
Business of the Month.

“We have a steady year-round 
business, especially with our 
corporate clients,” Roussos said. 
“Certainly we see an increase 
during Christmas, and for the 
GoDaddy (Bowl) and Senior 
Bowl, First Light Marathon and 
definitely for Mardi Gras. For 
these events her staff of 12 grows 
with added part-time employees. 

“Preparing for a Mardi Gras 
ball is almost like a military 
operation with the planning and 
logistics involved,” she added. 
“But that’s our role, to do the 
work behind the scenes so that 

our clients and their guests have 
a wonderful experience.”

Long known for specializing 
in fresh Gulf seafood, Georgia 
Roussos Catering is gaining 
more recognition for the range of 
menu options it offers and 
events it can service, from boxed 
lunches to black-tie events. But 
its specialty remains seafood 
cooked on-site.

“It makes such an important 
difference to bread and fry the 
seafood on-site,” she said. “That 
means setting up a portable 
kitchen with prep tables and 
large fryers. It’s a lot of work, but 
the quality of the food is worth 
the effort.”

The business takes an active 
part in community and 
charitable events like the Taste of 
Mobile, which this year will 
benefit the culinary program at 

Murphy High School; Celebrate 
Hope at the University of South 
Alabama Mitchell Cancer 
Center; the American Cancer 
Society’s Kick-Off Walk for 
Making Strides; and the Junior 
League Christmas Jubilee 
Preview Party.

Maintaining consistent quality 
and service while dealing with 
rising food costs is a challenge, but 
Roussos is bullish on the future.

“We’re proud to see expansion 
and growth for some of our 
corporate clients like Austal, 
Evonik, Continental and Airbus. 
As they grow, we grow,” she said. 

Pictured from left to right are Mary Myers, Emanuel Theris and Georgia Roussos.

  SMALL BUSINESS of the month



12        the business view     APRIL 2015

What is This Thing Called 
Crowdfunding?

Saty Putcha
CMEA, SBA, MBA

Business Intermediary

Phone: (251) 604-3802
Fax: (251) 382-1673

s.putcha@murphybusiness.com
www.murphybusiness.com

1520 Dawes Road
Mobile, AL 36695

Murphy Business & Financial Services LLC

“North America’s Premier Brokerage Firm”
Business Sales / Buyer Searches

Business Valuations / Equipment Appraisals
Commercial Real Estate
Mergers & Acquisitions

Franchise Sales
Business Consultants

      SMALL BUSINESS corner

When President Obama’s 
JOBS (Jumpstart Our Business 
Startup) Act was passed in 2012, 
crowdfunding came out of the 
shadows and into the mainstream.

Crowdfunding is a new and 
innovative way for small- and 
mid-size companies to raise 
capital from state-specific 
individual investors without the 
burden of navigating through the 
Federal Securities laws and 
filings with the U.S. Securities 
and Exchange Commission. 

While the federal government 
continues to iron out the federal 
regulations,  
the state of 
Alabama is 
one of the first 
states to enact 
state legislation 
authorizing 
crowdfunding.

So what is it? 
It’s the practice of 
funding a project 
or venture by 
raising small 
amounts of money from a large 
number of people, typically 
from local investors and via 
the Internet. In simple terms, 
because crowdfunding uses 
the Internet, you are able to tap 
into a community of friends, 
family, customers and 
potentially hundreds of 
investors you may not even 
know, but who see an 
opportunity for potential future 
value in your company.

Sen. Arthur Orr proposed 
the Alabama legislation, and 
Gov. Robert Bentley signed it 
into law last year. According to 
Orr, the intrastate crowdfunding 
exemption allows Alabama 
entrepreneurs to raise up to  
$1 million from Alabama 
investors in a streamlined and 
cost-effective process.

Investments of up to $5,000 
may be accepted from any 
Alabama investor and 
investments in excess of $5,000 
may be accepted from Alabama 
investors who qualify as accredited 
investors (as defined by federal 
law).

Crowdfunding to raise  
capital creates exposure for 
your company and your 
product with the potential to 
gain new investors. But to 
properly present a potential 
investment opportunity to 
the public, the entrepreneur 

is required to 
examine all areas 
of the business 
and provide a 
comprehensive, 
yet easy to 
understand, 
profile and 
accurate 
disclosure of  
the company or 
business. 

“This new 
crowdfunding mechanism 
provides a significant 
opportunity for Alabama 
entrepreneurs who wish to 
raise capital to start small 
businesses, as more traditional 
financing in the current 
economic climate have been 
limited,” said Alabama 
Securities Commission Director 
Joseph Borg. “Now small 
businesses can pursue an 
economical way to raise funds 
through localized securities 
offerings. While investment in 
startup businesses has 
significant risk, the potential 
rewards in promoting new 
businesses and job formation  
in our local communities are 
invaluable.”

Agent since 1993

FLATBED  •  HEAVY HAULING  •  BOAT HAULING  •  CONTAINER HAULING

Specializing in Tanks, Pipes,  
Heavy Equipment and Machinery,  

and Over-Dimensional Boats

Serving 48 States and Canada.

Call anytime!
If you’re working, so are we.

7040 McDonald Road     Irvington, AL 36544 
Phone: 800-242-9212 or 251-653-7348     Fax: 251-653-1199 
E-Mail: derekp@bellsouth.net    www.wonderlandexpressinc.com 

HEAVY HAULING

See pg. 30 for information on a crowdsourcing seminar.

It’s the practice  
of funding a  

project or venture  
by raising small  

amounts of money  
from a large  

number of people...
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ONLINE LEARNING
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Product Sponsors 
Blue Bell Creameries
Buffalo Rock Pepsi 
Chef Rob & Co.
Gulf Coast Containers
The Tommy Morse Band
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Join the Mobile Area Chamber 
for its seventh annual Member 
Appreciation Day on Tuesday, 
April 7, from 4 to 6 p.m. Enjoy a 
fun afternoon of networking, a 
fish fry, beverages and live music 
on the Chamber’s lawn, 451 
Government St.

With your support, the 
Chamber is more than 2,100 
members strong, of which 93 
percent are small businesses.

On Member Appreciation Day, 
Chamber staff members will be 

on hand to thank you for your 
investment in this pro-business 
organization established more 
than 178 years ago. The Chamber 
recruits jobs and advocates for 
business-friendly legislation on 
local, state and federal levels. 

Are you aware of the extra 
benefits available to Chamber 
members that could help your 
bottom line? Information is 
available at www.mobilechamber. 
com/membership/member-
discounts.

Thank You to Our Members 
Mobile Area Chamber Annual 
Member Appreciation Day is Set

Thank you to our sponsors:
C Spire
BlueCross/BlueShield of AL
H.H. Jordan Construction
Page & Jones
Quality Valve
Roberts Brothers
Safe Archives

From start to fi nish.
Community Bank’s fi nancing specialists are ready to work with you to build your 
new home and your new future–with options that fi t your budget and meet your 
fi nancing goals. Come talk to us about all the special features we off er:
 Excellent options for purchasing and refinancing traditional mortgages 
 Low fi xed interest rates during  the construction period
 Convenience of construction and permanent mortgage at same bank
 Construction period up to 12 months
 Fast local decision making

CommunityBank.net

Our Team is Ready to Build.

Like no other bank you know. 
hard working

>

Jana Williston
MORTGAGE LOAN ORIGINATOR

Wayne Roe
ASSISTANT VICE PRESIDENT

Lisa May
MORTGAGE LOAN ORIGINATOR

Bart Lary
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT

Ashley Watkins
ASSISTANT VICE PRESIDENT

Rob Downing
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT

MOBILE 
SPRINGHILL 

DAPHNE
FAIRHOPE

(251) 338-7707

Jana Williston NMLS# 308563 • Wayne Roe NMLS# 979997 • Lisa May NMLS# 213786 • Bart Lary NMLS# 708680 • Ashley Watkins NMLS# 546650 • Rob Downing NMLS# 779543

Member Appreciation Day Set for April 7
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When we’re talking about members, there are two core strategies that stand out – value and excellence.
The Mobile Area Chamber prides itself in offering a variety of business programs and networking events to 
meet the needs of its members. And our goal is to bring excellence to everything we do.
Hear what a few of our members have to say about the value of their membership.

VALUE 

Kelly Picard, chief executive officer of Hackbarth Delivery 
Service, compared the Chamber to its counterparts, saying, “I feel 
like Mobile has one of the strongest Chambers in all the markets  
we operate in, and we’re in 24 different locations. The Mobile Area 
Chamber has been instrumental in helping us grow and also in 
helping Mobile grow.”

EXCELLENCE

Mike Dorsett, president and owner of Dorsett Productions 
Unlimited, talked about why he joined the Chamber. “My main 
reason for joining the Chamber was to get more involved with the 
community and other businesses, and to have face-to-face 
interaction to help improve our business and our goals.”

Sam Winter president of Sam Winter and Co. Real Estate, 
said, “After going to each seminar, I kept going back because 
there is always one thing you can get from the seminar. It may 
be a 30-minute or hour seminar, but there will be one thing you can 
take away and implement into your business.”  

Tommy Lee, owner of Music 4 U, The Tommy Morse Band, 
encouraged members to do more than just join. “It’s important to be 
seen at the different Chamber events. It’s important to get involved. 
And if you don’t get involved, you’re really selling yourself short.”
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Terry Smith, Travis & Courtney Everette
The Everette Agency, Mobile, AL

The most important 
keys aren’t to the 
family car, they’re to 
the family business.
When First Community Bank customer Terry 

Smith wanted to retire, her kids wanted to take 

over the family Allstate agency. They turned to 

us at First Community Bank to help daughter 

Courtney and son-in-law Travis buy the 

agency, leaving Terry to begin her retirement.

At First Community Bank, we put your 

business first. Visit www.fcb-al.com/business.

Mike Payne, president of Gwin’s Commercial Printing, said,  
“I really can’t say enough good things about the Chamber of 
Commerce. I’ve really enjoyed being involved. I’ve met a lot of good 
people who care about Mobile. They care about what’s happening, 
and they care about making this a better place.”

Grant Zarzour, who along with his wife, Brie, started The Fuse 
Project, a nonprofit organization to raise funds for children’s 
programs, said, “I think it’s very difficult, on your own, to figure  
out how to make your business the most successful it can be. To be 
able to join the Chamber… to be able to bounce ideas off people 
who’ve been where you want to go, it’s priceless.”  

Gray Englebert of Jubilee Specialties added, “I think the Chamber 
lends credibility just by virtue of being associated with the Chamber 
– there’s a certain credibility factor.”
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www.cityofmobile.org

State of the City of Mobile
Mayor Sandy Stimpson, City of Mobile

Let’s start with a number: 
$4.3 million.

That’s the deficit we faced  
in the City of Mobile’s general 
fund balance when we took 
office in late 2013.

 Getting our fiscal house  
in order has been a top priority 
and we have made tremendous 
progress.

At the start of the current 
fiscal year, we reported a 
positive general fund balance  
of $15.4 million. That’s a $20 
million swing that helped us 
avoid financial catastrophe and 
built a reserve.

Our destination is clear: We 
want to become the safest, most 
business and family friendly 
city in America by 2020. 

It will take more tough 

decisions to get us there, but 
there is a great team of leaders 
dedicated to the mission.

Our professional approach to 
managing government is based 
on financial stewardship and a 
focus on improving efficiency 
and basic services for the 
citizens we serve.

Every dollar we save is 
another dollar we can use to 
repair a sidewalk, pave a street 
or improve a park.

That’s important because  
we have neglected our basic 
infrastructure. We have a 
backlog of more than $250 
million in capital projects that 
need addressing. 

We are committed to 
implementing a comprehensive, 
long range plan that 
encompasses all of Mobile - 
from downtown and Dauphin 
Island Parkway to west Mobile 
and Africatown. It will help us 
identify our core critical needs 

and transform Mobile.
It isn’t just about roads and 

storm drains. It’s also about 
transforming our internal 
processes to make sure we are 
helping businesses thrive and 
families feel safe and secure. 

One of our top priorities is 
revamping our permitting 
process to encourage growth  
of new and existing business. 
Delays caused by red tape are 
one of the biggest impediments 
we have to economic 
development in Mobile. 

The progress we’ve made 
with our budget has allowed  
us to invest in our employees, 
providing them better pay and 
better tools and resources to do 
their jobs. 

We’re putting new police cars 
on the streets, renovating fire 
stations and purchasing new 
computer systems. All will be 
an incredible improvement to 
the outdated, inefficient 

equipment we have now. 
It all translates to a higher 

quality of service and a better 
quality of life for our citizens. 

If we can accomplish that in 
city government, and improve 
our neighborhoods and promote 
economic growth, then we can 
transform our city in ways that 
few of us can even imagine.

I never expected we’d receive 
recognition like we’ve received 
in December from Bloomberg 
Philanthropies, which selected 
Mobile as one of 12 U.S. cities to 
participate in their prestigious 
Innovation Team program.

As much as anything, the 
Bloomberg award is a validation 
that we’re on the right track.

 Mobile’s momentum is 
building. Our story is gaining 
notice around the country and 
the world. The state of our city  
is strong, and getting stronger 
every day. 

On the City of Mobile website,  
visitors can:

•  Download maps

•  Pay your taxes

•  Become a business

•  Celebrate Mardi Gras

•  Stay informed
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State of Mobile County
Mobile County Commission President Connie Hudson

www.mobilecountyal.gov

It is my privilege as president of 
the Mobile County Commission 
to offer the 2015 State of the 
County address. As we continue 
forward in 2015, the county’s 
economic indicators present a 
picture of economic recovery 
and increased productivity. The 
jobs picture is much improved 
with a 6.4% unemployment rate 
which continues to decline. 
Sales tax, license tag, and fuel 
consumption revenues are all 
trending upward. The county’s 
housing inventory is moving 
faster with decreasing numbers 
of home foreclosures as well.

 Mobile County has made 
significant strides toward 
putting our financial house in 
order. In recognition of the 
county’s best practices initiative, 
Standard and Poor’s rating 
agency upgraded the county’s 
credit rating from Double “A” 
Minus to Double “A” with a 

Stable Outlook. The rating report 
acknowledged the county’s “very 
strong management conditions, 
very strong budgetary flexibility, 
strong budgetary performance, 
and very strong liquidity.”

Our future in manufacturing 
is also brighter today because 
the Southwest region of Alabama 
received designation by the U.S. 
Department of Commerce as 
one of twelve “Manufacturing 
Communities” across the U.S. 
Our designation, a competitive 
application process initiated by 
Mobile County, gives priority status 
to designees in acquiring up to 
$1.2 billion in manufacturing-
related grants.

 We are busy paving our way 
to further prosperity with our 
2014 Pay-As-You-Go Road 
Improvement Program valued 
at $66 million. The funds will 
build and improve 94 miles of 
roads in Mobile County including 

all eleven municipalities, without 
new taxes or borrowing.

 Attracting new industries 
and expanding existing 
businesses is an economic 
development priority for Mobile 
County. In the last decade alone, 
we can identify a return on 
county business investments 
that have yielded 9,400 new jobs 
at an average salary of $55,000  
a year.

The county continues to 
prioritize and fund public safety 
through support of law 
enforcement, medical rescue, 
and emergency management. 
This year we constructed a 
county-funded fire training 
tower to provide certification 
training for firefighters to aid  
in reducing response times and 
lowering homeowner insurance 
costs. 

In other county news: We 
have opened the new Mobile  

County Recycling Center off 
Hitt Road in west Mobile, 
expanded and upgraded our 
regional parks in the Mobile-
Tensaw Delta, purchased and 
managed sensitive acreage 
around Big Creek Lake for 
protection of our main source of 
drinking water, and funded 
technology infrastructure and 
job programs for our public 
schools.

In summary, the Mobile 
County Commission endeavors to 
be proactive in meeting challenges, 
and prioritizing needs for public 
safety, infrastructure and quality 
of life.

On the Mobile County website,  
visitors can get information about:

•  Bids & Contracts

•  Road & Bridge Projects

•  Permits & Licenses

•  Commission Meeting Minutes

•  County Parks & Recreation
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Trade experts tout a number 
of statistics that make South 
Africa an intriguing market for 
companies looking to expand 
their international footprint. 

For example, Africa is home 
to seven of the world’s fastest-
growing economies, and its 
middle class growth makes it 
“time to establish a foothold” 
through exports and investing, 
according to a U.S. Census 
Bureau report. 

If this piqued your interest, 
mark your calendar for April 
21-22 for the Gulf Coast Trade 
Alliance World Trade Conference 
in Point Clear. 

The Mobile Area Chamber is 
coordinating this year’s effort 
and dedicating sessions to how 
Gulf Coast companies can tap 
into South Africa and Sub-
Saharan African markets. 

“While Africa’s sheer size 
demands attention, it’s the 
market growth opportunities 
that you should be considering,” 

says Christina Stimpson, the 
Chamber’s director of international 
trade. According to the U.S. 
Department of Commerce, since 
2000, sub-Saharan Africa has 
experienced consumer spending 
growth of four percent per year, 
and is expected to reach $1 trillion 
in 2020. 

In 2013-14, sub-Saharan 
Africa accounted for the largest 
number of business regulatory 
reforms aimed at making it 
easier to do business there: 75 of 
the 230 regulatory reforms 
worldwide, according to the 
World Bank.

But many companies don’t 
know how to go about entering 
this market and are scared to 
embrace the high-risk but high-
reward environment. 

The conference’s sessions and 
keynotes will address topics 
covering market-entry strategies, 
risk mitigation, emerging market 
opportunities and separating 
fact from fiction. 

Companies from across the 
Gulf Coast will share their stories, 
touching on questions such as 
their initial approach; the legal 
considerations they faced; the 
media used to reach out and 
connect with customers; and  
the challenges they overcame. 

In addition, participants will 
have the opportunity to sit 
down, one-on-one, with a 
market specialist to determine 
actionable steps they can take  
to enter into Africa. 

The Gulf Coast Trade Alliance 
World Trade Conference is a 
product of a four-state alliance 
between government and 
nonprofit business 
organizations from Alabama, 
Northwest Florida, Louisiana 
and Mississippi. 

World Trade Conference  
Focuses on Lucrative African Markets

World Trade Conference 
Presented by the Gulf 
Coast Trade Alliance

When: April 21-22

Where: Grand Hotel 
Marriott Resort, Golf Club  
& Spa, Point Clear

Cost: $225

Register: http://bit.ly/  
1FpAuHo or call Christina 
Stimpson at 251-431-8648 

Program: Sessions depict 
economic opportunities  
for Gulf Coast companies  
in South Africa and Sub-
Saharan Africa. Attendees 
will hear company 
perspectives on entering  
the African market through 
interactive panel sessions. 
One-on-one appointments 
with market specialists  
will also be available.         

Fast Facts
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Cheryl Levy  | Chief Human Resouces Officer

Success depends on

LEARNING 

CONTINUOUSLY.
In that area, UA really 

 DELIVERED
for me.

Bama By Distance  |  Bama At Work  |  UA Safe State  | Bryant Conference Center  |  UA Gadsden Center  |  UA Early College  

COLLEGE OF  CONT INUING STUDIES

As an HR professional, Cheryl Levy genuinely cares about her employees. Her goal is to see them grow  

personally and professionally. Cheryl continued her own educational growth through an online degree  

program from The University of Alabama. And she did so while managing her demanding job. Want to learn  

how you or your employees can do the same? Call Bill Elrod at (205) 348-2199 or visit opportunity.ua.edu/bba 

          Watch a short video of Cheryl Levy at opportunity.ua.edu/bba

^ ®
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In February, the Mobile Area 
Chamber’s Bay Area Healthcare 
Coalition hosted its annual Health 
Occupations Career Fair at the Mobile 
Civic Center. More than 660 high 
school students from 25 high schools  
in Mobile and Baldwin counties 
participated in the interactive event 
highlighting 15 different career options. 
New occupations represented this year 
included mental health, veterinary 
technician and medical, dental and 
physician assistants. Pictured here are 
a group of students from Bryant High 
School in Irvington working with EMTs 
from Faulkner State Community 
College to learn CPR techniques.  
The fair was sponsored by AltaPointe 
Health Systems, Faulkner State 
Community College, Fortis College, 
Infirmary Health, Mobile County Public 
Schools, Providence Hospital, Remington 
College, Springhill Medical Center, 
USA Children’s and Women’s Hospital  
and USA Medical Center.

Students Learn About Health Occupations at Career Fair

YUCK!

The Worst!

Stamp Flavor!

Self-mailing this entire 
marketing campaign is  

I can’t take any more 
of this awful

Gwin’s offers THE best 
printing and direct mail 
services on the Coast!

Gwin’s is the most technologically advanced printing company on the 
Gulf Coast, and our turnkey services extend far beyond just printing: 
we offer outstanding direct mail options for all of your marketing 
campaign needs.

From direct mail to highly-targeted, personalized campaigns, let us 
help you determine the best way to reach your audience!

FAst!   Accurate!   AND It Tastes  Great!

957 Springhill Ave.    Mobile, Alabama 36604     251-438-2226   www.gwins.cc

Good News!
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United Way of Southwest Alabama
218 St. Francis Street     Mobile, Alabama     36602

251-433-3624     www.uwswa.org     @uwswa

Follow us on:

Thank you for helping us improve lives in southwest Alabama by investing 
in local programs that support the building blocks for a better life: 

education, health, financial stability, and essentials.

Because of your generosity, United Way of Southwest Alabama 
was able to reach our 2014 campaign goal of a 1% increase!

Now covering
 four counties:

Chocktaw, Clarke,
Mobile, & Washington

Southwest Alabama,

LIVE UNITED
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Budweiser-Busch Distributing Co. Inc.

Company officials:  Jim Fuchs, 
president; Alexis Atkins, vice 
president; Mark Hughes, vice 
president; Chris Fuchs, general 
manager

Years in business: 50 years 

Brief company description: 
“Established April 1, 1965, we 
serve Mobile, Baldwin, Conecuh 
and Escambia counties and 
currently sell Anheuser-Busch 
beer brands, various craft beers 
including those from top Alabama 
brewers such as Fairhope 
Brewing Co., Yellowhammer 
and Back Forty Brewing Co., 
and several non-alcoholic 
beverages,” said Chris Fuchs. 

“Locally, Budweiser employs 
approximately 160 employees in 
Mobile and Loxley,” added 
Rebecca Helton, branch 
manager. 

Why are you located in 
Mobile? 
“Mobile is poised for growth, 
and we, as a local business, want 
to grow along with the city,”  
said Kyle Oliver, operations 
manager.

Why do you support the 
Mobile Area Chamber of 
Commerce’s Partners for 
Growth initiative? 
“This is a great program to  
further enhance Mobile’s 

Partners for Growth (PFG)  
is the Mobile Area Chamber’s  

long-term economic and 
community development program. 

For more information, contact 
Katrina Dewrell,  

the Chamber’s investor relations  
coordinator, at 251-431-8611 or  

kdewrell@mobilechamber.com.

growth and leadership in the 
state for commercial and in-
dustrial diversity,” said Oliver. 
“We understand the need for 
diversity on all levels and  
support it wherever possible.” 

What do you see as Mobile’s 
greatest potential?
“Its people,” said Oliver. “With 
an educated and well-trained 
population, businesses will 
want to come to Mobile.”

Length of continuous  
Chamber membership:  
Since 1960

Celebrating 50 years as a family-owned and operated local distributor of fine beverages, Budweiser-Busch Distributing Co. Inc. serves four counties in lower Alabama. 
Pictured at the Mobile facility (from left to right) are Lisa Williams, Kathryn Bradley, Mike Shambo, Kenny Talbot, Rebecca Helton and Kyle Oliver.

  INVESTOR focus
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     CHAMBER@work

Chamber Participates in Member 
Grand Openings and Ribbon 
Cuttings

Chamber staff and ambassadors helped 
cut ribbons and celebrate grand openings  
at Army Aviation Center Federal Credit 
Union, B&B Pet Stop, Greer’s Market – 
Bayou La Batre, Friends of the Mobile 
Animal Shelter, Homecare Companions, 
 Joe Bullard Jaguar Land Rover Gulf Coast, 
The Krystal Co. and Walmart Neighborhood 
Market #4210. If your business is a member 
and you would like assistance with planning 
a grand opening or ribbon-cutting event, 
contact Dawn Rencher at 431-8649 or 
drencher@mobilechamber.com.

Chamber Names New  
Board of Advisors

New members of the board of advisors 
are Dreamscapes Inc., HUB International 
Gulf South, Hieronymus CPAs LLC and 
McFadden Engineering. The group has  
262 members. To learn more about this 
program and how your company can 
benefit, contact Katrina Dewrell at 251-
431-8611 or kdewrell@mobilechamber.com.

Chamber Names  
New Ambassadors

Sara Polansky, Commercial & Marine 
LLC; Liz Brewer, Bank of the Ozarks; 
Heath McClure, Chicken Salad Chick; 
Nathan Novotny, Morgan Stanley; and 
Kayla Quint, Cimarron Ridge Apartments 
are the Chamber’s newest ambassadors. 
Ambassadors are volunteer members who 
assist the Chamber with a variety of projects, 
including event registration, member visits 
and ribbon-cuttings. To learn more about 
this group, contact Dawn Rencher at  
251-431-8649 or drencher@mobile 
chamber.com.

“Being an ambassador is a way I keep 
my finger on the pulse of what is going  
on in the city,” said Mary Dean Wilbur,  
the Chamber’s Ambassador of the Month. 
Wilbur, an account executive for Lamar 
Advertising Co. of Mobile, an outdoor 
advertising billboard company, sells 
billboards nationwide. The Mobile native 
has been in the ambassador program for 
four years.

Ambassadors are volunteers who support  
the Mobile Area Chamber by visiting members, 
assisting with events and ribbon-cuttings.  
To learn more, contact Dawn Rencher at  
251-431-8649 or drencher@mobilechamber.com.
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 AMBASSADOR of the month
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  BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT of the month

Complete DKI is a restoration contractor based in Pensacola, Fla. With a  
team of more than 5,500 technicians throughout the U.S., the company serves 
commercial, insurance and residential clients. Services include emergency 
response, construction services, catastrophe response, contents restoration and 
environmental services. The company also offers repairs following fire, smoke  
and water damage. The Mobile office is located at 3350 Halls Mill Rd., Suite A. 
For more information, visit www.completedki.com or call 251-225-5354. Pictured 
above is Samantha Stanley, marketing representative for the Mobile location.

Complete DKI

For the past two 
years, Alison Unger 
has worked in the 
Mobile Area Chamber’s 
membership 
department as the 
member services 
representative, helping 
Chamber members 
update their profiles 
in the membership 
database, renew their 
memberships and address 
benefit inquiries.

In her new role as the 
administrative assistant for 
membership, Unger will work 
with many Chamber volunteers, 
including Chamber Chase 
participants and ambassadors. 
She will assist with events such 
as Business After Hours, 
Networking@Noon and Speed 
Networking.

“Alison already has a 
relationship with the members 

and volunteers, and 
expanding her role 
with us is perfect for 
the Chamber and 
our members,” said 
Carolyn Golson, 
vice president of 
membership. 

Unger relocated to 
Mobile 12 years ago. 
Before her move, she 

worked in the administrative 
department for undergraduate 
programs at Rutgers University 
in New Jersey, where she also 
earned a bachelor’s degree in 
history.

Unger has always wanted to 
be involved with the Chamber, 
she said. “I believe in the 
Chamber’s mission of growing 
the community,” she said. “And 
I think this staff is fabulous.” 

Unger can be reached at  
251-431-8617 or aunger@
mobilechamber.com.  

Unger Takes Full-Time Position 
in Membership Department
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       BOARD of advisors

For more information about the Chamber’s board of advisors, contact  
Katrina Dewrell at 251-431-8611 or kdewrell@mobilechamber.com.

Marty Pittman is district director  
for LifeSouth Community Blood Centers. 
A Pascagoula, Miss., native, she graduated 
from the University of Mobile with a 
bachelor’s degree and received a master’s 
degree from Southwestern Theological 
Seminary. Pittman’s career has been spent 
entirely in the nonprofit sector and she 
considers her current role at LifeSouth to 
be the most important. The Coastal 
Alabama district includes all of Mobile 
and Baldwin counties, and LifeSouth 
donors supply nearly all of the blood 
components to patients in eight hospitals.

Archibald (Archie) T. Reeves IV is  
a member of the firm McDowell Knight 
Roedder & Sledge LLC. He is a member  
of the Mobile and Alabama Bar 
Associations, and is a member of the 
International Association of Defense 
Counsel (IADC). He has served IADC as 
continuing legal education planning 
chair, chair of the drug, device and 
biotechnology committee and as faculty 
member for 2009 IADC trial academy at 
Stanford Law School. He has been 
published in For the Defense and Alabama 
Law Review, and he authored Drug and 
Device Litigation for the Alabama Bar 
Institute for Continuing Legal Education. 
McDowell Knight Roedder & Sledge is a 
Partners for Growth Investor. 

Chris Richards is president of  
AM/NS Calvert, also serving on the  
joint venture’s managing board. He 
served previously as president of I/N  
Tek and I/N Kote, an ArcelorMittal and 
Nippon Steel & Sumitomo Metal Corp. 
steel processing joint venture in New 
Carlisle, Ind., and 17 years with 
Bethlehem Steel’s Lackawanna, N.Y., 
facility. Richards earned a bachelor’s 
degree in metallurgical engineering 
from the University of Idaho and a 
master’s in business administration  
from St. Bonaventure University in 
Bonaventure, N.Y. AM/NS Calvert is  
a Partners for Growth Investor. 

Why?
Faster Turn Times

The Highest Quality (up to 1200 dpi)

Personalization Tools

Interstate Printing Service & Care

Why not?
See how digital printing can revitalize your marketing 
techniques while driving down your cost.  Interstate 
Printing is your source for the latest technology and 
great service.  Call us today to learn more!
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8  coffee with the chamber
  Start your day with the Chamber and network with other  
  business professionals.   
  When: 7:30 to 8:30 a.m.
  Where: Courtyard Mobile/Daphne Eastern Shore Marriott
  Contact : Alison Unger at 251-431-8617 or  
   aunger@mobilechamber.com
  No charge, but seating limited. 
 

8  Gctc Lunch
  A bimonthly lunch hosted by the Gulf Coast Technology Council.   
  When: 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.
  Where: 5 Rivers Delta Resource Center, Delta Hall
  Speaker: Gary Osland, business development manager  
   with Cisco
  Topic: Cybersecurity
  Cost: $20 for Chamber members and $25 for potential  
   members and includes lunch
  Contact : Emily McGrath at 251-431-8651 or  
   emcgrath@mobilechamber.com
   Reservations required. Cancellations after April 3 not 
   reimbursed to cover lunch cost.
  Sponsor: 

10  crowDfunDinG 
  Learn how to take advantage of Alabama’s new crowdfunding 
  legislation to raise capital for your business.

  When: 1 to 2:15 p.m.
  Where: Mobile Area Chamber, 451 Government St.
  Speaker: Sen. Arthur Orr
  Contact : Brenda Rembert at 251-431-8607 or  
   brembert@mobilechamber.com
   No charge, but seating is limited. 
  Sponsored by: 

15  women’s rounDtabLe  *Members Only  
  A bimonthly forum exclusively for Chamber-member women 
  business owners and managers.   
  When: 8 to 9 a.m.
  Where: Mobile Area Chamber, 451 Government St.
  Speaker:  Paris Love, President of Paris Love Productivity  
   Institute LLC
  Topic: “How to Maximize 24 Hours and Get More  
   Done Effortlessly”
  Contact : Alison Unger at 251-431-8617 or  
   aunger@mobilechamber.com
   No charge, but seating is limited. RSVP requested. Free parking.
  Sponsor:

7  member aPPreciation DaY 
  Let the Chamber staff show its appreciation to those who  
  support this organization and make possible the work we do to  
  improve our region. Enjoy a fish fry and live music. 
  When : 4-6 p.m. 
  Where: Mobile Area Chamber, 451 Government St.  
  Contact : Alison Unger at 251-431-8617 or  
   aunger@mobilechamber.com 
   No charge. Free parking.  
  Sponsors: 

APRIL 2015  
For information on Chamber events, visit events.mobilechamber.com.

          CALENDAR
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16  business after hours
  Join fellow Chamber members and young professionals for  
  Schmoozapalooza with the Mobile BayBears. Enjoy networking  
  and free entry into the game.

  When: 5:30 to 7 p.m.
  Where: Hank Aaron Stadium, 755 Bolling Brothers Blvd.
  Cost: $5 for Chamber members and $10 for potential members
  Contact : Alison Unger at 251-431-8617 or  
   aunger@mobilechamber.com
   Reservations are not needed.
  Sponsor:

21-22 worLD traDe conference

  The World Trade Conference is a product of a four-state  
  alliance between Alabama, Florida, Louisiana and Mississippi.  
  This year’s conference will focus on international business  
  opportunities in South Africa and the Sub-Saharan region of  
  Africa for Gulf Coast companies.

  Where: Marriott Grand Hotel in Point Clear
  Cost: $225 per person   
  Contact : Christina Stimpson at 251-431-8648 or  
   cstimpson@mobilechamber.com 
   More information at http://bit.ly/1FpAuHo
  Sponsors:    

21  executive rounDtabLe  *Members Only 
  A monthly forum exclusively for Chamber-member business  
  owners and managers.

  When: 7:30 to 8:30 a.m.  (Note earlier time.)  
  Where: Mobile Area Chamber, 451 Government St.
  Speaker: City of Mobile Mayor Sandy Stimpson will  
   provide an update on the city. 
  Contact : Brenda Rembert at 251-431-8607 or  
   brembert@mobilechamber.com
   No charge, but seating is limited. RSVP requested. Free parking.
  Sponsor: 

Gold
Alabama District Export Council

Silver
Alabama Power       Boeing       Kuehne + Nagel        

Maynard Cooper & Gale 
Southwest Louisiana Economic Development  
Alliance | Louisiana District Export Council

Whitney/Hancock Bank

Bronze

Supporting
Alabama International Trade Center     Gulf Power
U.S. Dept. of Commerce - U.S. Commercial Service

  CALENDAR

22  miLitarY aPPreciation Luncheon 
  The event includes awards presented by the Navy League, Air  
  Force Association, ESGR, USCG and National Guard & Reserve  
  and recognition of distinguished JROTC & ROTC Cadets.    
  When: Noon to 1:30 p.m.  
  Where: USS ALABAMA Battleship Memorial Park,   
   Aircraft Pavilion
  Cost: $25 per person or $200 for table of eight
  Contact : Carolyn Hunt at 251-431-8621 or  
   chunt@mobilechamber.com
   Reservations required by April 17 and payment due at  
   time of reservation.
  Sponsors: 

CONNECT with the Chamber  >>

@ MobileChamber Mobile Area Chamber

Jeff Tesney  
Photography LLC

28-29   aiDt LeaDershiP skiLLs cLass 
  
  AIDT Leadership Development training programs introduce team  
  leaders, supervisors and managers to effective leadership  
  responsibilities, communication skills, teamwork and motivation  
  techniques. This two-day course will focus on skills all leaders  
  need to be effective.      
  When: 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. (both days)
  Where: Mobile Area Chamber, 451 Government St.
  Cost: $50 per person, includes course materials, lunch  
   and snacks
  Contact : Emily McGrath at 251-431-8651 or  
   emcgrath@mobilechamber.com 
   Space is limited to 25 people.    
  Sponsor:  

Regions Bank
Synovus/Coastal Bank  

& Trust
Warren Averett

World Trade Center MS

Alabama Dept. of Commerce
Alabama State Port Authority
Alabama World Trade Assn.

Enterprise Florida
Page & Jones

Pensacola Chamber CEDA
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In other news, the firm 
promoted James Wishon III CPA 
to tax supervisor and Zack Wolf 
CPA to assurance supervisor. 

✱

The SSI Group Inc. (SSI) 
named Jay Colfer executive vice 
president of sales. Colfer has 
more than 25 years of healthcare 
information technology experience.  

✱

Harbor Financial Services 
LLC hired Wendy Eastburn 
and Ross Brown as branch 
managers in Mobile and 
Florida. Eastburn received a 
bachelor’s degree in political 
science from the University of 
South Alabama. Brown received 
a bachelor’s degree in finance 
from Strayer University in 
Herndon, Va., and earned the 

iBERIABANK 
hired Julie  
L. Penn as 
assistant vice 
president  
and branch 
manager for its 
Fairhope location. 
Penn received a bachelor’s 
degree in business 
administration with a 
concentration in finance from 
the University of South 
Alabama. 

✱

Harry 
Brislin was 
named real 
estate manager 
of the 
University  
of South 

Alabama 
Technology & Research Park. 
Brislin earned a bachelor’s 
degree in communication from 
the University of South Alabama.   

Penn

      MEMBER news

 

Eastburn

Brislin

Archibald Killion

Susman Wishon

Smith Dukes 
announced 
Melissa D. 
Archibald CPA 
returned to the 
firm as an 
assurance 
senior. In 
addition, Kathy Killion CPA 
joined Smith Dukes as a 
manager in its tax department 
and Peter Susman also joined 
as an assurance manager.

Wolf

certified financial planner 
designation in 1998. 

✱

Haleigh 
Vance joined 
Mobile Lumber 
& Millwork 
Coast Design 
Kitchen & Bath 
division as a 
residential and 
commercial designer. Vance 
graduated with a degree in 
interior design from the 
University of Southern 
Mississippi. 

✱

Burr & Forman LLP 
welcomed Robert C. Matthews 
as counsel in the firm’s Mobile 
office as a member of the 
banking and real estate practice 
group. Matthews earned a law 
degree from The University of 
Alabama School of Law.  

✱

Historic Mobile Preservation 
Society (HMPS) welcomed 
Brigitte Mallett as the new 
volunteer and site coordinator. 

Vance

Brown

We operate as Hancock Bank in MS, AL and FL and Whitney Bank in LA and TX. Whitney Bank, 
Member FDIC. All loans subject to credit approval. Terms and conditions apply.

For more than 100 years, Hancock Bank has forged lasting 
relationships with leading-edge companies both large 
and small. We’re ready to provide the expertise, personal 
service and financial muscle to help make your ideas a 
reality. Call us. Let’s work together to create innovative 
financial solutions for your business. 

Are you ready for the

     next big thing?

251-665-1700 hancockbank.com
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Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices Cooper & Co. 
Inc. REALTORS recognized 
the following special award 
winners at its annual awards 
luncheon. Sales associate 
Kelsea Haas was named the 
Rookie of the Year for 2014 for 
top sales and the highest closed 
sales volume for her first 12 
months in business. Sales 
associate Dana Rouse received 
the Aden Jack Cooper Award, 
named after the company’s 
founder, Jack Cooper. In addition, 
56 associates were recognized 
as Million Dollar Agents. 

✱

Jones Walker elected 
partners R. Christian Johnsen 
and Aileen S. Thomas to the 
firm’s board of directors.   

The University of Mobile 
School of Nursing was ranked 
in the 30 Best Value RN-to-BSN 
degree programs in the South 
based on quality and affordability 
by the online resource guide 
Best Value Schools. UMobile 
was ranked 12th in quality and 
27th in affordability. 

✱

The SSI Group Inc. (SSI), a 
medical billing software 
company, was selected the 
KLAS Category Leader in the 
“2014 Best in KLAS Awards: 
Software & Services” report. 

✱

Victory Health Partners, a 
faith-based nonprofit clinic, 
announced the medication 
dispensary provided $10.3 
million worth of prescription 
medication to patients for free 
in 2014. 

✱

Crown Products, a veteran 
supplier of promotional 
products, won four awards at 
the Promotional Products 
Association International 
Expo in Las Vegas. 

The Battle House 
Renaissance Mobile Hotel & 
Spa was named one of the top 
hotels in the world in the January 
2015 issue of Travel + Leisure 
magazine. Downtown Mobile’s 
historic hotel was the only facility 
in Alabama and Mississippi to 
make this year’s ranking. 

✱

Zevac and Lindsey LLC has 
officially changed its name to 
Lindsey and Waldo LLC. The 
name change reflects the addition 
of partner Paula Waldo.   

James Dale Smith is one of 
15 attorneys at Armbrecht 
Jackson LLP named to the 2015 
edition of Best Lawyers and 
Attorneys listed in 2015 Best 
Lawyers in America. 

✱

Wilkins 
Miller LLC 
accounting and 
advisory firm 
announced 
Jack Johnson 
earned the 
Uniform 
Certified Public Accountant 
certification. Johnson holds a 
master’s degree in accounting 
from the University of South 
Alabama.  

✱

Four Mobile County Public 
Schools were recognized as 
outstanding educational models 
for other Alabama schools. 
They are Robbins Elementary, 
Council Traditional School, 
B.C. Rain High School and 
Davidson High School. The 
state has a total of 15 with the 
designation of Council for Leaders 
in Alabama Schools for 2014.

✱

Meador Warehousing & 
Distribution Inc. was recognized 
for environmental stewardship 
by Cam-Air LLC and Orion 
Energy Systems. The Mobile-
based warehousing, logistics and 
management service  company 
partnered recently with Cam-Air, 
also of Mobile, and Wisconsin- 
based Orion to retrofit the 
operation’s lighting system.

She will also serve as gift shop 
manager for Historic Oakleigh 
House Museum. She most 
recently served as HMPS public 
relations intern.

In other news, Peyton 
Williams also joined the staff  
as lead docent. She will conduct 
tours and direct sales in the 
gift shop.  

Austal USA christened its 
fifth Joint High Speed Vessel 
(JHSV), the USNS Trenton (JHSV 
5). The 338-foot catamaran was 
named by Secretary of the Navy 
Ray Mabus, after the capital of 
the state of New Jersey and the 
site of George Washington’s first 
military victory during the 
American Revolutionary War.  

✱

Historic Oakleigh House 
Museum announced the first 
phase of a multi-year 
improvement project is complete, 
and the museum is reopened. 
The museum’s new hours are 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. It is closed Sundays 
and Wednesdays. For more 
information, call 251-432-1281.

✱

The Mobile County 
Commission partnered with the 
City of Semmes to open a fire 
training tower and public safety 
complex. In addition to firefighter 
training, the multi-use classrooms 
will be used for additional 
training and instruction. 

✱

The City of Mobile launched 
its new urban development 
department website to provide 
a more user-friendly platform 
for customers. The new site 
includes applications, codes and 
forms available for download to 
the public. It also shares current 
staff contacts and updated 
information regarding code, 
permitting, planning and 
property maintenance.  

In other news, the city 
modified its Mobile 311 schedule. 
Hours of operation are 7 a.m.  
to 7 p.m., Monday through 
Saturday. After-hours requests 
can still be submitted through the 
website, www.cityofmobile.org.   

 

 

  MEMBER news

Johnson

RouseHaas

 Document Management Solutions

 Wide-Format Printing & Plotters

 Lease & Purchase Programs

 Cloud Printing & Scanning

 Multi-function Office Equipment

 Print Management Solutions

 Toner Cartridges for All Makes & Models

Serving Mobile, Baldwin County, Mississippi Gulf Coast & The Florida Panhandle

251.476.3113 | www.bisofficesystems.com | info@bisofficesystems.com



Russell Thompson Butler & 
Houston LLP was accepted into 
CPAmerica International, an 
exclusive accounting association 
of independent CPA firms that 
provides shared best practices, 
networking opportunities and 
access to expert resources for its 
member firms.

✱

The Community 
Foundation of South Alabama 
presented its inaugural Beacon 
Award to Hargrove Engineers + 
Constructors. The award 
recognizes a group that 
embodies the spirit of 
philanthropy, inspiring 
growth and progress in the 
community.     

 

Point Clear Charities recently 
presented $150,000 from the 
proceeds of the 2014 Polo at the 
Point and Fairhope Fete to 19 
local nonprofit organizations. 
The Thomas Hospital 
Foundation and the USA 
Mitchell Cancer Institute 
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ADVERTISERS’ INDEX

(MCI) were named primary 
beneficiaries, with each receiving 
a total of $58,000. 

✱

Mobile County Public 
School System officials named 
this year’s countywide Teachers 
of the Year. The elementary 
school teacher of the year is 
Laniese Howard of Kate 
Shepard Elementary, and the 
secondary school teacher of the 
year is Don Jones of B.C. Rain 
High School. Both teachers will 
be nominated for Alabama 
Teacher of the Year.  

✱

A $3 million gift to The 
University of Alabama 
positions the Culverhouse 
College of Commerce to become 
the first business school in the 
nation offering a value investing 
specialization at both the 
undergraduate and graduate 
level. Culverhouse alumnus  
C.T. Fitzpatrick and his wife, 
Kelley, donated $3 million to  
the college to create the Vulcan 
Value Partners Research Library 
and Trading Room that will 

offer students a curriculum 
providing real-world experience 
with investing. 

 ✱
 The University of Mobile 

received a $140,000 grant from 
the Lettie Pate Whitehead 
Foundation Inc. to provide 
scholarships for women 
attending the Christian 
university during the 2015-16 
academic year. 
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Know a company interested in benefiting from Chamber membership? 
Contact Jackie Livingston at 251-431-8642  

or jlivingston@mobilechamber.com. Also, you’ll find the  
membership directory at www.mobilechamber.com. 

    ANNIVERSARIES

The Mobile Area Chamber was awarded  
a five-star rating by the U.S. Chamber of  
Commerce, the highest designation given.  
Of the 6,936 chambers in the U.S., only 301  
are accredited, and of those only 43 have achieved five-star distinction.  
The Mobile Area Chamber has been accredited by the U.S. Chamber since 
the designation’s inception more than 40 years ago.

   new MEMBERS

Members are our greatest asset. Please show your  
support through the patronage of these businesses.

55 years
Merrill Lynch/The Whiting 
 Group
Mobile Memorial Gardens Inc.

50 years
Artcraft Press Inc.
Regions Bank

35 years
First Small Business Investment  
 Co. of Alabama

30 years
White-Spunner Construction Inc.

25 years
Praxair Inc.
Tanger Outlet Center

20 years
Brabner & Hollon Inc.
Burr & Forman LLP
Dean McCrary Imports
Mobile Area Education  
 Foundation
Mobile Mineral Corp.
Termac Construction Inc.

15 years
100 Black Men of Greater  
 Mobile Inc.
BASF Corp.

5 years
Barnhart Crane & Rigging
Briggs Equipment
Irby Strategic Services
Occupational Health Center
Rutherfoord, a division of 
 Marsh & McLennan Agency
Walter Energy

1-4 years
Admiral Records and Storage
Alorica
American Family Care -  
 Schillinger Rd.
Business Interiors
Chill Yogurt Cafe
City of Jackson
City of Prichard
The Edge on Old Shell Rd.
Edward Jones Investments –  
 Roger McConnell 
Encore Rehabilitation Inc.
The Exceptional Foundation  
 of the Gulf Coast
Executive Shuttle Network
Fit
Fowlkes McPherson Insurance
Fresenius Medical Care
Galloway, Johnson, Tompkins,  
 Burr & Smith
Georgia Roussos Catering Inc.
Hallmark Mobile Apartments
Hall’s Theodore Wholesale Florist
H.H. Jordan Construction Co. Inc.
Hepaco
The Learning Tree Inc.
March of Dimes Foundation
Mercy LIFE of Alabama
W.R. Mitchell Contractor Inc.
Neal’s Electronics
Office Depot Airport Blvd.
Organization Structures &  
 Strategies
Pelican Coast Conservancy/ 
 Atlantic Coast Conservancy
Quality Inn Downtown
Sears Holdings Corp. d/b/a  
 Sears Teleserv
Spectrum Collision
Team Share the Road Alabama
Waite’s Cleaners Inc.
Wal-Mart Neighborhood  
 Market Airport Blvd.
Woodside Apartment Homes

Warren Averett LLC
Phillip Rivers CPA
11 North Water St., Ste. 10290
Mobile, AL  36602
251-308-1777
www.warrenaverett.com
Accounting Service 

Coyote Logistics
Jason Balius
9 Dauphin St., 3rd Floor
Mobile, AL  36602
888-805-2883
www.coyote.com
Logistics-Full Service

Geotechnical Engineering 
Testing Inc.
Curt Doyle
904 Butler Dr.
Mobile, AL  36693-5106
251-666-7197
www.geoengr.com
Engineers-Professional- 
Geotechnical Soils

GMS Marketing LLC
Gail Shackelford
1840 Bradshire Dr.
Mobile, AL  36695
251-605-2520
www.mykeystrokeguard.com/
GShackelford
Computer Software

HHL Technical Solutions
Ken Holmes
590B Schillinger Rd. S. Ste. 109
Mobile, AL  36619
251-459-4593
www.HHLTS.com
Consultant

Hurricane Grill & Wings
Amber Morgan
7721 Airport Blvd. Ste. E-180
Mobile, AL  36608
251- 307-5261
www.hurricanewings.com
Restaurants

Infinity Builders
David McLemore
3315 Demetropolis Rd.
Mobile, AL  36693
251-202-2222
Contractor-Remodeling &  
Restoration Historic

Keyhole Photo
Meggan Haller
P.O. Box 1472
Mobile, AL  36633
251-442-8208
www.keyholephoto.com
Photographers-Commercial, Wedding

Payroll Vault
Karen Simmons
712 Oak Circle Drive W. Ste. A
Mobile, AL  36609
251-243-0902
www.payrollvault.com
Payroll Preparation Service

Pearce & Associates Auction Co.
Pete Horton
P.O. Box 1864
Alabaster, AL  35007-2071
205-664-4300
www.AuctionByPearce.com
Auctioneers

Siemens
John Kasuda
1011 West Garden St.
Pensacola, FL  32502
850-433-5995
www.siemens.com
Contractors-Instrumentation

Joe Vinson Builders Inc.
Joe Vinson
P.O. Box 91323
Mobile, AL  36691
251-342-8222
Home Builders

Wal-Mart Neighborhood  
Market 4210
Gene Armistead
1300 North University Blvd.
Mobile, AL  36618
251-340-8419
www.walmart.com
Retail

BR Williams Inc.
Matt Nelson
220 Airport Rd.
Eastaboga, AL  36260
256-241-0448
www.brwilliams.com
Trucking

Workforce Housing Alliance  
US Inc.
Robert Pitts
P.O. Box 416
Gulf Shores, AL  36547-0416
251-233-3356
www.WHA-US.org
Nonprofit Organization

XCI Building Services
Daniel Brimer
404 River Falls St.
Andalusia, AL  36420-2640
334-222-6793
www.xcibuildingservices.com
Cleaning Service - Commercial

                    As of 1/31/15
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www.MobileChamber.com

believe in mobile 
belong to the chamber

grow mobile …
grow your business
Your business thrives when you operate in a strong economy. 
That’s why the Mobile Area Chamber of Commerce has one of 
the best economic development programs in the country. Working 
with city, county and state officials, we’ve landed some of the 
most sought-after industrial projects and helped dozens of  
companies expand – bringing new jobs and customers to the 
area. When you join the Chamber, you’re taking an active role 
in making Mobile fertile ground where your business can flourish. 
Believe in a strong future for Mobile. Belong to the Chamber – 
because it’s good for business and good for Mobile. 


